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Premier Doug Ford (centre) speaks during a press conference at Trillium Health Partners’ Speakman Drive site, 
where a long-term care home/hospice previously announced in Dec. 2019 is beginning construction. The province 
announced $1.75 billion in funding for LTC homes over the next five years. (Submitted) 


The race is on. 

The province an- 
nounced plans Tuesday 
to fast-track Milissis- 
sauga's stable of long- 
term care centres with 
an expedited pilot pro- 
gram, as part of a $1.75 
billion investment over 
the next five years to 
keep up with an in- 
creased demand for 
long-term beds. 

Backed by Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie, 
local MPP Rudy 
Cuzzetto and represen- 
tatives from Infrastruc- 
ture Ontario, Premier 
Doug Ford made the an- 


nouncement at trillium 
Health Partners' Speak- 
man Drive property, 
where a new 
hospice/long-term care 
facility is under con- 
struction. 

The project is one of 
two long-term care 
home projects being ex- 
pedited, with plans for 
both sites to be com- 
pleted by 2021. The an- 
nouncement comes 
several weeks after long- 
term care homes in the 
region grappled with 
COVID-19 outbreaks, 
prompting provincial 
intervention and mili- 
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tary support to aid the 
hardest-hit homes. 


"When we needed re- 


inforcements, you were 
there,” said Ford, refer- 
ring to the efforts of 
front-line workers in the 
city and beyond during 
the COVID-19  pan- 
demic. 

"We won't accept the 
status quo in our long- 
term care homes... I 
promise the families 
and residents that we 
will take action, and as 
Premier, I intend on 
keeping my promises.” 
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Hamilton man charged in Mississauga trafficking case 


A 48 year-old 
Hamilton man is 
under arrest in con- 
nection with a 
human trafficking 
operation discov- 
ered in May, police 
have revealed. 

Investigators 
from the Special- 
ized Enforcement 
Bureau — Vice and 
Human Trafficking 
said Wednesday 
that the investiga- 
tion was uncovered 
after authorities 
discovered the sus- 
pect was targeting 
women via an on- 
line dating site, 
then _ trafficking 
them in Peel and 
the Greater Toronto 
Area. 

The victims were 
promoted on an on- 
line escort site, 
while the suspect, 
Shannon Bennett, 


exercised control 
over and profited 
from them. 

On Tuesday, Ben- 
nett was charged 
with multiple of- 
fences, including 
three counts of ad- 
vertising sexual 
services, three 
counts of procur- 
ing, one count of 
sexual assault and 
three counts of 
derving material 
benefit from sexual 
services. 

Police said 
Wednesday 
evening that they 
believe there are 
other victims, as 
well as witnesses. 

Residents with 
additional informa- 
tion regarding the 
case are asked to 
call Peel Police at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 
3555- 


Five under arrest after 
Brampton robbery 


Four men and one 
woman are under ar- 
rest in connection 
with a late-night rob- 
bery that took place 
in Brampton last Fri- 


ay. 

The incident oc- 
curred around 3 a.m. 
in the Messina Av- 
enue and_ Olivia 
Marie Road, area 
when two men were 
meeting in front of a 
property to complete 
the sale of high-end 
sneakers. 

After the sale was 
completed, the 
sneakers were placed 
in the trunk of an 
Mercedes Benz 2019 
GLC SUV owned _ by 
one of the victims. 

At that point, a grey 
sedan pulled up in 
front of the property, 
and two male sus- 
pects pointed 
weapons at the vic- 
tims before demand- 


ing the keys to the 
SUV. The victim sur- 
rendered the keys 
and the suspects fled 
with both vehicles. 

The victim's vehicle 
and the _ sneakers 
were later located in 
the City of London. 
18-year-old Illia Ayo, 
20-year-old Stephan 
Ayo, 20-year-old 
Jahvahn George and 
21 year-old Madout 
Lual, all of London, 
were arrested and 
charged with multi- 
ple offences, and 
were _ transported 
back to Peel to an- 
swer to the charges in 
Brampton court on 
July 18. 

21 year-old Emma 
O'Connor, of Lon- 
don, was arrested for 
possession of stolen 
property and will ap- 
pear in court in Sep. 
2020 to answer to 
the charges. 


Arrests made in “brazen” 2019 murders 


by Alex Gregory 

Two Mississauga 
families are one step 
closer to finding jus- 
tice after arrests were 
made in a pair of 
high-profile shoot- 
ings. 

Members of Peel 
Police revealed Tues- 
day that a 19 year-old 
Mississauga man and 
21 year-old Brampton 
man were arrested in 
connection with the 
death of 17 year-old 
Jonathan Davis, who 


was gunned down 
during a brazen day- 
light shooting in Mal- 
ton last year. 

Davis, a grade 12 
student at Lincoln M. 
Alexander Secondary 
School, was walking 
home from a nearby 
park on Sep. 19, 2019, 
when he was struck 
by gunfire near the 
corner of Darcel Av- 
enue and Morning 
Star Drive. 

Once labeled as an 


"ambush" against a 
group of residents 
who were filming a 
music video, authori- 
ties revealed at a 
press conference ear- 
lier this week that the 
shooting was con- 
nected to the death of 
28 year-old Giovanni 
Delahaye on Oct. 22, 
who was shot and 
killed while travelling 
in a vehicle near 
Derry Road and the 
Highway 410 offramp 


when he was shot and 
killed by an assailant. 

In both of the 
“brazen” cases, by- 
standers were injured 
in the crossfire. Now, 
investigators have 
discovered that both 
crimes are linked, 
though they declined 
to go into specifics. 

“They probably en- 
gaged in the largest 
single gang shooting 
in Ontario,” said Peel 
Police Chief Nishan 
Duraiappah, who an- 
nounced the arrests 
of 19 year-old Safeer 
Ahmad and 21 year- 
old Jahvon Valdez in 
the Davis case. 

A video released by 
Peel Police Tuesday 
shows footage of the 
Sep. 19, 2019 shoot- 
ing, in which a group 
of assailants exit two 
vehicles brandishing 
weapons before firing 
at a nearby group, 
causing residents to 
flee. 

Referring to the 


—o- 


Davis shooting as 
“horrifying,” Dura- 
iappah said the ar- 
rests were made last 
Thursday, the result 
of a months-long in- 
vestigation that uti- 
lized numerous 
resources. 

“These egregious 
acts of violence 
shocked the commu- 
nity to the core and 
took Jonathan and 
Giovanni away from 
their family and 
friends,” Duraiappah 
told press outlets. 
“Our investigators 
worked relentlessly, 
and these arrests are 
a result of their com- 
mitment to ensuring 
that those responsi- 
ble for these murders, 
and for injuring the 
other victims, are 
held accountable for 


their actions.” 
Investigators are 
still looking for addi- 


tional information in 
the case, and are ask- 
ing any residents who 


may have seen or 
recorded footage of 
the crimes in ques- 
tion to contact police. 

The cases prompted 
widespread condem- 
nation of gang vio- 
lence in Peel, with 
politicians calling for 
stronger measures to 
counteract crime, in- 
cluding stronger sur- 
veillance measures 
and tougher laws. 

“We will not toler- 
ate gang violence in 
our City, and I’m con- 
fident that by work- 
ing together with the 
community, Peel Po- 
lice will identify any- 
one else that may be 
involved, and ensure 
they too are brought 
before the courts,” 
said Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie. 

Residents with in- 
formation are asked 
to call (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 3205. 
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Brampton mortgage 
consultant nabbed for 


fraud 


A Brampton- 
based mortgage 
consultant has been 
charged in connec- 
tion with a series of 
frauds, Peel Police 
have revealed. 

The consultant 
was arrested after 
investigators 
learned of a series of 
frauds that took 
place between Mar. 
2017 and Feb. 2019 
in the Brampton 
area. 

According to po- 
lice, victims paid 
money to the con- 
sultant to handle 
and process mort- 

age applications 

or them. 

The victims were 
then encouraged to 
pay in cash, only to 
later discover that 
the applications 
were never com- 
pleted and the con- 


sultant cut off con- 
tact with them. 

As a result, 45 
year-old Sukhdippal 
Singh Matharu, of 
Brampton, was ar- 
rested and charged 

He will appear in 
Brampton court to 
answer to the 
charges on Sep. 21. 

In total, Matharu 
defrauded clients for 
a total of $35,000, 
and police believe 
there may be more 
victims, saying that 
Matharu worked for 
a firm, “Popular 
Mortgages,” located 
at #5B — 1315 Derry 
Road East in Missis- 
sauga. 

Residents with ad- 
ditional information 
regarding the case 
are asked to call the 
Fraud Bureau at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 
3335. 
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Wait continues for Peel 
among Phase 3 reopenings 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Keep waiting. 

Peel Region will 
not enter the third 
phase of the 
province's COVID- 
19 reopening plan 
this week. 

The news comes 
as the region grap- 
ples with a spike in 
cases, caused by a 
backlog of test re- 
sults 

Peel, Windsor- 
Essex and Toronto, 
will not enter the 
next round. This 
may be because 
most of the 
province's COVID- 
19 cases are being 
found in these three 
areas. 

“Ontarians of all 
ages need to con- 
tinue to adhere to 
public health guide- 
lines: maintain only 
one social circle of 
10 people, physi- 


cally distance with 
anyone outside of it 
and wear a face cov- 
ering when doing so 
is a challenge,” 
provincial health 
minister Christine 
Elliott said Tuesday 
morning in re- 
sponse to the “con- 
cerning” increase of 
cases, which saw 
the province report 
200 new cases, the 
first time the 
threshold had been 
breached in three 
weeks. 
Windsor-Essex 
was also the last re- 
gion to enter the 
second phase due to 
outbreaks in the 
agricultural indus- 
try. 
Last week, Pre- 
mier Doug Ford an- 
nounced that most 
of the province 
would advance to 


the next round, 
starting last Friday. 

In the third phase, 
restaurants will be 
allowed to open in- 
door services and 
open bars, gyms 
and theaters. In the 
third phase, the 
limit of indoor gath- 
erings will be in- 
creased to 50 
persons and out- 
door gatherings will 
be capped at 100 
persons. 

“Rein it in,” Ford 
said during a press 
conference in Mis- 
sissauga Tuesday 
afternoon, referring 
to numbers show- 
ing half of all infec- 
tions are from 
people 39 and 
under, a spike pos- 
sibly caused by 
group parties. 

“Simple as that.” 


Province plans for LTC bed boost 


Continued from Pg 1 


The $1.75 bil- 
lion in funding 
will address ur- 
gently-needed 
long-term care 
beds, said Minis- 
ter of Health 
Merillee Fuller- 
ton, with the new 
pilot projects 
adding up to 640 
new beds to meet 
backlogged de- 
mand through 
the modernized 
funding model. 
In total, more 
than 128 long- 
term care proj- 
ects are in the 
pipeline to ad- 
dress the "added 


strain on our 
healthcare — sys- 
tem," said 
Fullerton. 
Presently, al- 


most 78,000 On- 
tarions currently 
live in a long- 
term care facility 
and over 38,000 


itlist 
Digital Newspaper ee 


to gain access to 


long-term care 
beds. 
Infrastructure 


Ontario and Tril- 
lium will get 
shovels in the 
ground for the 
project immedi- 
ately, which was 


announced to 
have air condi- 
tioning, pri- 


vate/semi-privat 
e rooms and a 
more modern de- 
sign structure, 
addressing ele- 
ments of long- 
term homes that 
were highlighted 
as lacking in an 


internal report 
detailing the 
conditions in 
long-term care 


homes this past 
May. 

"We didn't cre- 
ate it, but mark 
my words, we're 
going to fix it," 
said Ford, point- 
ing to new infec- 
tion control 


protocols _ that 
will be built into 
the new projects. 
"If we can make 
it work here, we 
can make it work 
anywhere in the 
province." 

The initial con- 
cept for the de- 
velopment 
included one 
220-bed _long- 
term care home, 
one 10-bed resi- 
dential hospice, 
and two health 
services  build- 
ings; however, 
i " ~. 


with Tuesday’s 
announcement, 
the project will 
now include one 
hospice building, 
one health serv- 
ices _ building, 
and two LTC 
homes. Con- 
struction is 
planned to be 
completed by the 
end of 2021. 

"It has been an 
incredibly tough 
few months for 
the people of 
Mississauga... we 
are coming out 


the other side 
stronger than 
ever, to our new 


normal," said 
Mayor’ Bonnie 
Crombie, refer- 
ring to "frac- 
tures" in the 
long-term care 


system that need 
to be addressed,. 
“Our — seniors 
built this city, 
and they deserve 
to live in peace 
with the best 
quality of care.” 
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Have we finally 
reached a_ turning 
point when it comes 
to the prevalence of 
hacking and cyber- 
crime? 

The simple answer 
to this question is that 
cybercrime has al- 
ways accompanied us 
in one form or an- 
other, and its preva- 
lence has been further 
emphasized by the 
ever-expanding defi- 
nitions used by vari- 
ous law enforcement 
agencies around the 
world. 

But day by day, it is 
increasing with a new 
trend, new ideas, 'new 
fraud’, and future 
technology. Experts 
say that the day is not 
far when a ‘cashless' 
society will become a 
reality. 

The trend of buying 
and selling debit and 
credit cards has in- 
tensified during the 
COVID-19 epidemic. 

There has been a 
massive increase in 
online purchases, 
which is changing the 
pattern of business. 


Hacking and cybercrime are on the rise 
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Companies that have 
made strides in this 
direction are growing 
and expanding. 

But due to new 
technology, the risk 
for the common man 
is also increasing. 

I would instead 
think that it was not 
only the rise of sensa- 
tional news reports 
that raised our aware- 
ness, but also the 
rapid use of such sto- 
ries through Face- 
book and other social 
media. 

In the coming days, 
there will be reports 
of an increase in 
hacking and cyber- 
crime. Bank accounts, 
credit cards, debit 
cards, email accounts, 
Twitter and other so- 
cial media accounts 
are being hacked. 

It’s not just the less 
educated and the 
common man who 
are victims of this - 
even big social media 
users and celebrities 
are victims of hack- 
ing. 

Between July 16-17, 
several high-profile 
Twitter accounts such 
as former U.S. Presi- 
dent Barack Obama 
and Bill Gates were 
also hacked as part of 
a Bitcoin scam. 

According to re- 
ports, the Twitter ac- 


counts of these high- 
profile users were 
hacked for several 
hours last week. 

“Trusted” accounts 
with blue checkmarks 
were shut down for 
several hours in re- 
sponse. 

The hackers used 
the accounts to re- 
quest money from 
users, via donating to 
a central Bitcoin ac- 
count, which is de- 
centralized and 
cannot be easily 
tracked. 

The Twitter ac- 
counts of several big- 
wigs, including 
former Obama, Ama- 
zon chief Jeff Bezos, 
Democratic presiden- 
tial candidate Joe 
Biden and Microsoft's 
Bill Gates, all fell prey 
to this. The only tweet 
from everyone's ac- 
count was that you 
should send money 
through Bitcoin, and 
that they would pay 
you twice as much. 

The posts also said 
that “now is the time 
to return what we 
have earned from so- 
ciety.” 

Cybersecurity ex- 
pert Dmitri Alper- 
ovitch says hackers 
have extracted about 
110,000 in bitcoin 
from approximately 
300 people. Bitcoin is 


a digital currency that 
is not recognized in 
most countries. 

Twitter's CEO Jack 
Dorsey admitted it 
was a stressful day for 
the company, and 
many accounts have 
been shut down. 

Voice over internet 
phone services (VoIP) 
are now common- 
place around the 
world, and this tool is 
also being used for 
hacking and crime. 

Hackers can listen 
to 'voice over internet’ 
phone calls and steal 
valuable personal in- 
formation. Sharing 
your personal infor- 
mation, banking in- 
formation and credit 
card information by 
phone or email is not 
without risks. 

The practice of 
making calls in the 
name of the police, 
the revenue depart- 
ment and the immi- 
gration department is 
yet to be stopped. 

Apart from com- 
mercial _ establish- 
ments, financial and 
banking institutions 
in every country are 
urging people to 
transact online but 
are unwilling to take 
responsibility when 
someone is manipu- 
lated. 

The bank accounts, 


credit cards and debit 
cards of the people 
who have _ been 
hacked by the hackers 
are not accepted away 
by the banks, but they 
are tried to get rid of 
them by saying that 
you are responsible 
for your phone or 
email being hacked. 
Hacking has _be- 
come a big business, 
and many hackers 
also work for agencies 
in different countries, 
or when they hack 
certain information, 
they sell it to a coun- 
try or agency. 
Recently, 
United States, 
Canada and_ the 
United Kingdom have 
accused Russia of try- 
ing to steal data for 
potential COVID-19 
vaccines. The United 
States has repeatedly 
accused countries 
such as China, Russia 
and Iran of hacking 
into the sites of US 
companies and gov- 
ernment agencies. 
India has banned 59 
Chinese apps, includ- 
ing TikTok, for al- 
legedly stealing the 
personal information 
of Indian citizens. 
The United States 
has also accused 
China of storing Tik- 
Tok’s data directly on 
Chinese servers, and 


the 


the United States 
could impose a ban 
on TikTok. 

China has retaliated 
by saying that the 
United States runs 
the world's largest 
hacking empire. 
Western nations, in- 
cluding the United 
States, have  dis- 
missed China's 
Huawei and its 5G 
network as spying. 

Humanity is be- 
coming a_ prisoner 
and a victim of new 
ad day by 


ay. 

With the develop- 
ment of digitalization, 
people are more ex- 
cited about using this 
fast service. However, 
the greater the power, 
the higher the re- 
sponsibility. People 
don't think much 
about the security of 
the service, which 
makes it easy for an 
attacker to sit in his 
room and destroy the 
digital service. 

As a result, cyber- 
crime is increasing 
because it is easy to 
resist attacks that 
steal Victims’ ac- 
counts from their 
places, offices, or liv- 


ing rooms, rather 
than physical crimes 
or robberies. 
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The sweetest language, or a sign of something more? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


In today’s culture, 


Punjabis have 
achieved great 
heights in the fields 


of politics, trade, 
business, and 
media around the 
globe. The achieve- 
ments have raised 
the profile of Pun- 
jabis abroad and 
earned respect in 
other parts of the 
world. 

Although _ their 
homes have been 
built in other coun- 
tries, they have 
their roots in Pun- 
jab. That is why the 
Punjabi diaspora 
always strives to 
keep going back 
home to India with 
their children so 
that the next gener- 
ation stays united 
with the mother 
tongue and its Pun- 
jabi culture. 

Punjabis living at 
the international 
level need to make 
a concerted effort to 
connect with their 
roots, identify their 
problems, and 
come up with possi- 
ble solutions to al- 
ways be in touch 
with their home- 
land. The scope of 
these problems is 
broad, but particu- 
lar concerns are 
being considered. 

Before raising 
such issues, non- 
resident Indians 
(NRIs) must also 
consider whether 
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what they are ask- 
ing for is available 
to every citizen and 
whether their de- 
mands are justified. 

If they demand 
justice and facilities 
abroad based on 
equality, do they do 
the same when they 
visit back home to 
Punjab or do they 
want ‘special serv- 
ices'? 

That means queu- 
ing in foreign coun- 
tries, stopping at 
traffic lights, not 
driving under the 
influence of alco- 
hol, working in of- 
fices regularly, and 
the presence of gov- 
ernment security 
guards, 

After all, Punjabi 
expatriates are 
happy, so do they 
follow these values 
and the rules even 
when they go back 
to Punjab India? 

If in foreign coun- 
tries, they consider 
littering on the 
roads and spread- 
ing any other kind 
of filth as a gross vi- 
olation of the rules, 
do they stand up 
against such viola- 
tions or become 
part of the mob 
themselves when 
they came to visit 
India? 

When a 'special 
class' of Punjabis 
living abroad goes 
to Punjab and 
sneers at their val- 
ues, when they 
abandon all the 
rules, the image of 
all migrants is tar- 
nished. 

Such persons, ir- 
respective of their 
affiliation with 


AP gs 


Ontario © 


trade, business, 
media and politics, 
deserve double 
punishment if they 


infringe on _ the 
principles of their 
‘homeland’. 

Demanding  dif- 
ferent rules and 
special arrange- 


ments for migrants 
is not in itself in 
line with the think- 
ing of Punjabis liv- 
ing abroad, but 
should be the same 
for all immigrants 
and compatriots, 
equal justice and 
services for all. 

Dealing with the 
problems of mi- 
grants in this way 
can also improve 
the overall struc- 
ture of Punjab. 

One such instance 
is that when the 
children of Pun- 
jabis from abroad 
look at a caravan of 
government vehi- 
cles on the roads 
and hear the horns, 
they ask where the 
fire has started or 
whether there has 
been a terrible acci- 
dent, because in 
foreign countries, 
those horns can 
only be understood 
in an emergency. 

Even in the most 
prominent educa- 
tional and religious 
institutions, the 
screams of the 
emergency horns 
can be heard when 
the vehicles of the 
‘High cchair', or 
higher government 
officials, arrive. 

Decisions in this 
regard should be 
taken immediately 
as emergency horns 
can only be used in 


case of accidents, 
not for political 
gain. 

Doing so will im- 
prove the image of 
the administration 
both abroad and at 
home. 

The families of the 
migrants going to 
Punjab are always 
worried about 
health, water and 
environmental is- 
sues, as due to the 
adverse effects of 
air and water pollu- 
tion, the number of 
migrants visiting 
Punjab is less at the 
resorts and more at 
the doctors’ clinics. 

This issue applies 
not only to the 
NRIs but to all Pun- 
jabis, and there is a 
need to strictly en- 
force the rules and 
regulations of ever 
entity, big or small, 
which pollutes the 
air and_ water, 
which are buried in 
the files of legal 
books and Being 
overwhelmed, they 
are suffocating. 

Have they, in the 
past, produced a 
‘report sheet' on re- 
solving immigrant 
issues other than 
membership re- 
cruitment? 

Don't they look at 
the political back- 
ground of an immi- 
grant Punjabi 
before raising the 
issue? 

Are they able to 
know the political, 
social and cultural 
concerns of Pun- 
jabis abroad even 
after staying in 
Punjab for a long 
time? 

If these organiza- 


tions consider the 
issues of migrants 
above political affil- 
iations, then, of 
course, they can be 
meaningful. 

Otherwise, they 
are no more impor- 
tant than a ‘political 
forum'. Immigrant 
Punjabis are always 
worried that the 
people who are on 
their way to Punjab 
under political 
pressure will not 
allow them to get 
their passports and 
other documents 
confiscated under 
false pretenses and 
will not be able to 
return as is the case 
in most cases. 

One such recent 
case is that of Har- 
man Preet Kaur, a 
Canadian-born 
whose husband es- 
caped from India 
to Canada _ after 
beating her. She is 
fighting for justice 
in Punjab. 

To solve this 
problem, it must be 
ensured that facili- 
ties are provided to 
the Punjabi dias- 
pore based 4i on 
equality, regardless 
of pole affilia- 
tion. 

Achieving this 
goal depends on the 
impartial thinking 
of the governments 
of the day. 

To end this, an in- 
dependent and im- 
partial framework 
should be set up 
with non-political 
and legal experts as 
members. 

Immigrant issues 
in many countries, 
their passports, 
visas and many 


YOUR BUSINESS 


with our digital transformation program 


other problems are 
related to which ur- 
gent solutions need 
to be found. 

There are still 
thousands of Pun- 
jabis roaming 
abroad who have 
not even been is- 
sued passports to 
come to Punjab and 
meet their families. 


There is also a 
long list of immi- 
grants whose 


decades of Visa-free 
travel have alien- 
ated them and their 
subsequent genera- 
tions from the 
country of origin. 

This issue needs 
to be taken seri- 
ously beyond politi- 
cal maneuvering. 

For Punjabi- 
speaking children 
abroad, Punjabi 
rules should be de- 
veloped on a proper 
grammatical basis 
so that the next 
generation 
learn the basics of 
the Punjabi alpha- 
bet. 

It is also pledged 
to repent of defam- 
ing Punjabi as an 
abusive language 
because of its inter- 
national recogni- 
tion, sanctity and 
respect, as many 
Gurus, saints and 
Sufis consider it to 
be the sweetest lan- 
guage spoken in the 
world. 

This will not only 
enhance the pres- 


living abroad, but 
also in Punjab in 
the real sense of the 
word. 
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Peel waits for Stage 3 reopening update 


Continued from Pg 1 
Club activities / 
dancing will also 
not be allowed in 
restaurants and 
bars in Stage 3, un- 
less they're hired by 
the establishment 
and follow health 
guidelines. 

Following the an- 
nouncement, Mis- 
sissauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie 
tweeted that she 
was _ "confident" 
that the city and 
GTA would soon 
move into Stage 3. 

"Our goal is to 
move forward and 
never once look 
back," she said. 
"Our businesses 
and our people 
can't afford to do 
this again." 

After Ford's an- 
nouncement, May- 
ors and _ Chairs 
from across the 
Greater Toronto 
and Hamilton Area 
met again to dis- 
cuss the ongoing 
response to 


COVID-19 and 
preparations for 
Stage 3. With the 
province announc- 
ing the reopening, 
GTHA Mayors and 
Chairs welcomed 
the fact that the 
province continues 
to work closely with 
local Medical Offi- 
cers of Health and 
demonstrated sen- 
sitivity to differing 
regional realities. 
"Reopening in a 
measured way de- 
pending on_ local 
facts will help pro- 
tect the gains we 
have made in fight- 
ing the pandemic. 
This also allows 
GTHA municipali- 
ties and businesses 
additional time to 
prepare so that we 
can continue to 
protect our resi- 
dents," said the 
group in a joint 
statement Monday. 
"We fully support 
continuing to move 
forward with this 
kind of measured 


reopening that is 
sensitive to re- 
gional differences, 
and we thank Pre- 
mier Ford, his Min- 
isters, and his 
officials for their 
ongoing coopera- 
tion. Given the in- 
crease in COVID-19 
cases we have seen 
in other jurisdic- 
tions that have re- 
opened earlier than 
the GTHA, we sup- 
port continuing the 
cautious approach 
we have taken so 
far in Ontario." 
While cities con- 
tinue to respond to 
the pandemic, they 
are experiencing 
unprecedented 
costs and _ signifi- 
cant revenue losses, 
the group said. "We 
remain hopeful a 
federal-provincial 
funding agreement 
to support munici- 
palities can be 
reached to avoid 
devastating cuts to 
frontline services or 
unaffordable prop- 


erty tax increases... 
cities across the 
GTHA made it clear 
that decisions on 
cuts are forthcom- 
ing if they do not 
hear from the fed- 
eral and provincial 
governments soon 
and that those dis- 
cussions with their 
respective officials 
have already 
begun. 

"Data from Peel 
Health shows that 
on Saturday, July 4, 
the region had 31 
new cases reported 
and 6,381 total 
COVID-19 | infec- 
tions. By Saturday, 
July 11, Peel's total 
had grown by 215 
cases, or 3.6 per- 
cent, to 6,596 total 
COVID-19 _ infec- 
tions. 

At the July 13 
press conference, 
Ontario Minister of 
Education Stephen 
Lecce announced 
that the size of 
childcare centre co- 
horts would be ex- 


panding across the 


province this 
month. 

As of July 27, 
childcare centres 


and home childcare 
providers would be 
allowed to have up 
to 15 children, 


moving up from 10. 


The cap would be 
raised regardless of 
whether the child- 
care provider's re- 
gion has moved 
into Stage 3, a 
spokesperson from 
Ford's office con- 
firmed in an email. 


Noted Mississauga philanthropist, developer Kaneff 


remembered 


It’s the end of an 
era. 

Famed Missis- 
sauga philanthro- 
pist, developer 
and Order of 
Canada _ recipient 
Ignat “Iggy Kan- 
eff passed away 
Sunday evening 
(July 12) at the 
age of 93. 

The long-time 
resident, who 
moved to Missis- 
sauga from his 
home country of 
Bulgaria in 1951, 
made his mark on 
the city, Peel Re- 
gion and beyond 
with his work as a 
notable commer- 
cial and residen- 
tial developer, 
involvement with 
numerous charita- 
ble causes and 
connections with 


some of the indus- 
try’s most power- 
ful players. 

Flags at Missis- 
sauga City Hall 
were lowered at 
half-mast Sunday 
in recognition of 
Kaneff. 

sey was a dedi- 
cated community 
leader and city 
builder, and aside 
from his extensive 
business pursuits, 
he also gave back 
to his community 
through decades 
of philanthropic 
endeavours, civic 
contributions, and 
a commitment to 
helping others,” 
Heritage Missis- 
sauga wrote in a 
memorial of Kan- 
effs life. “He 
freely gave count- 
less hours and fi- 


nancial support 
toward improving 
the quality of life 
in the communi- 
ties around him. 
He has supported 
the development 
of hospitals, 
churches and 


post-secondary in- 
stitutions and left 


an enduring legacy 
and indelible mark 
on the landscape 
and history of 
Mississauga.” 

No immediate 
cause of death or 
funeral arrange- 
ments were given, 
as of press time. 


One under arrest after 
defrauding public 


An Innisfil 
man is under 
arrest and 
charged’ with 


multiple counts 
of defrauding 
residents in 
Peel and 
Toronto. 

Peel Police re- 
vealed earlier 
this week that 
the suspect was 
arrested after a 
string of inci- 
dents that took 
place between 
2015 - 2018, 
where the man 
attended busi- 
nesses and ob- 
tain the 
banking infor- 
mation of vic- 
tims while 
installing point 


of sale (POS) 
machines. The 
suspect would 
then make 


withdrawals 
under the vic- 
tims’ names. 
Approximately 
$131,000 was 
stolen by the 
suspect, police 


say. 
48 year-old 
Syed Jafry was 
arrested last 
Tuesday and 
charged with 
defrauding the 
public. Jafry 


will appear in 
court to answer 
to the charges 
on Sep. 14. 
Police believe 
there may be 
more victims. 
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y P COOSTHICTICN LITT RI TOWN OF CALEDON 


CENTRAL 


ES y Dufferin 


PDN July 23, 2020_Layout 1 7/23/2020 2:30 AM Page 10 


July 16, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 10 


Peel mandates mandatory facemask usage 


Continued from Pg 3 


The region's push 
for mandatory mask 
usage followed simi- 
lar bylaws mandated 
by Toronto and 
other cities through- 
out the country late 
last month, though 
businesses are cur- 
rently not mandated 
to provide masks to 
customers if they are 
unable to afford the 
expense or are un- 
able to provide sup- 
plies of non-medical 
masks. Despite that, 
indoor businesses 
can refuse service to 
those who refuse to 
wear a mask. 

“We want busi- 
nesses that are open 


to stay open, and we 
want more _busi- 
nesses to be able to 
enter Phase 3 and 
re-open, SO we can 
get our economy 
back open again," 
said Crombie. 

While the _ two- 
metre physical dis- 
tancing rule 
continues, many pa- 
trons coming into 
Square One last 
week said they had 
no problem wearing 
a mask. 

"It's our responsi- 
bility to do what we 
can to try and help 
each other, so if 
wearing a mask 
helps somebody i'm 
okay with it," 
Brampton resident 


Maureen Hilton told 
Peel Weekly News. 
Others walking into 
the mall were ap- 
proached by Square 
One staff and sent to 
a nearby customer 
service kiosk to ob- 
tain a mask after ex- 
plaining that they 
did not bring one 
with them. 

While the region 
continues to curb 
the spread of the 
virus, the motion 
has received gener- 
ally favorable re- 
sponses from 
residents, with 
many saying that the 
measures should 
have been put in 
place by health pro- 
fessionals earlier. 


One man under arrest after 
multiple vehicles damaged 


A 30 year-old 
man under arrest 
in connection 
with an incident 
that happened in 
an underground 
parking garage 
earlier this week, 
Peel Police have 
reported. 

The _ incident 
took place Mon- 
day evening at an 
underground 
parking garage 
located on Lisa 
Street, near the 
Bramalea_ City 
Centre, where 


the suspect dam- 
aged 19 vehicles 
and stole several 


items from them, 
which he _ later 
used to commit 
fraud, authori- 
ties say. 

It was later dis- 
covered that the 
suspect was re- 
sponsible for two 
similar incidents 
in Brampton, in 
the Greene Drive 
area on Feb. 23. 

Damon Smith- 


Metzler, of no 
fixed address, 
was arrested 
Monday and 
charged with 
multiple of- 


fences, including 
four counts of 


theft under 
$5,000, pal 
counts of mis- 


chief, two counts 
of fraud and five 
counts of breach- 
ing probation. 
Smith-Metzler 
appeared in 
Brampton court 
Tuesday to an- 
swer to the 
charges. 
Residents with 
any additional 
information re- 
garding the case 
are asked to con- 
tact 21 Division 
at (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 2133. 


Mask / Facial Covering 
Required 


Trillium Health Partners raises $5 
million in COVID-19 campaign 


Mississauga’s Trillium 
Health Partners announced 
Wednesday evening that it 
had raised more than $5 mil- 
lion in funding to support 
critical initiatives and equip- 
ment for the hospital during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, as 
part of an “outpouring of sup- 
port” from the community. 

The health system said that 
the money raised through 
their most recent campaign 
came from cash and in-kind 
donations, and helped sup- 
port critical hospital care, ex- 
penses and needed medical 
equipment / personal protec- 
tive equipment (PPE) during 
the pandemic. 

“There is profound grati- 
tude that THP’s staff are on 
the frontlines caring for us 
during COVID- 

19,” said Caroline 
Riseboro, THPF 
President and 
CEO. “Our com- 
munity members 
understood the 
depth of the need 
and stepped up 


quickly with re- 
markable gen- 
erosity.” 

More than 
10,000 donors 
contributed to the 
fundraising cam- 


paign, with more 
than 900,000 in- 
dividual PPB. 
items donated and 
an outpouring of 
support from local 


politicians, donors and 
celebrities. 

“T want to thank our com- 
munity for once again step- 
ping up to show how much 
they care,” said Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie. 

“Since the onset of this cri- 
sis, our frontline workers 
have been working long 
hours under challenging con- 
ditions... your generosity has 
made a real difference in 
THP’s ability to provide the 
hi pau ay ey care needed to 
fight this virus while ensuring 
our frontline workers stay 
safe and healthy on the job.’ 

Gifts have been received 
from across Mississauga, 
west Toronto, Oakville, 
Brampton, Hamilton, Scar- 
borough and Vaughan. 
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Several kilograms of cocaine seized 


at Pearson 


More than ten 
kilograms of co- 
caine, with more 
than $1.2 million, 
were seized last 
week during a 
pair of arrests of 


suspected _ traf- 
fickers, the 
Canada _ Border 


Services Agency 
(CBSA) an- 
nounced Mon- 
day. 
The agency, 
with support 
from the RCMP, 
made the seizures 
less than one 
week apart, with 
the first occur- 
ring on June 18. 


Officials at the 


agency said in a 
release Monday 
that agents dis- 
covered approxi- 
mately 6.6 
kilograms of co- 
caine hidden in 
six food pack- 
ages, with a value 
of approximately 


$825,000. The 
suspect had 
brought the pack- 


ages after arriv- 
ing on a flight 
from Jamaica. 

Less than a 
week later, a sec- 
ond suspect, also 
arriving on a 
flight from Ja- 
maica, was ap- 
prehended after 


agents discovers 
3.85 kilograms of 
cocaine hidden in 
eight food pack- 
ages, with a value 
of $447,500. 
The two_ sus- 
pects, both fe- 
male, were 
arrested and the 
shipments were 


seized by the 
RCMP. 

76 year-old 
Mavis Coreta 


Segree, of Etobi- 
coke, and 31 
year-old Amran 
Jama, of Hamil- 
ton, face drug 
charges in con- 
nection with the 
case. 
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Suspect sought after robbery/shooting 


by Alex Gregory 
Police are 
looking for 


leads regarding 
one of two sus- 
pects involved 
in a 
shooting/rob- 
bery that took 
place last month 
in one of Missis- 
sauga’s busiest 
intersections. 
12 Division’s 
Criminal Inves- 
tigation Bureau 
has revealed 
that one suspect 
is in custody 
and one is still 
at large in rela- 
tion to the 
shooting, which 
occurred on 
June 15 in the 
Hurontario and 
Dundas _ Street 


area. 
Amale victim 
was walking 


from his place 
of work to a 
nearby parking 
lot in the area 
around 2 p.m. 


when a_ blue 
Toyota Corolla 
drove towards 
him. A male 


suspect emerged 
from the vehi- 
cle’s passenger 


side and de- 
manded his 
valuables while 
wielding a 
handgun. 

The victim 
complied, and 
was shot in the 
leg afterwards 


by the suspect, 
who fled the 
scene along with 
the driver of the 
vehicle. The vic- 
tim suffered 
minor wounds 
and is recover- 
ing. 
Investigators 
later found that 
the vehicle was 
connected to 
other incidents 
in Toronto and 


Waterloo, and 
recovered’ the 
vehicle shortly 


after the inci- 
dent. 
18 year-old 


Madar Hassan, 
of Mississauga, 
surrendered to 
police on July 7, 
wherein he was 


charged with 
multiple = rob- 
bery and 
weapons-related 
offences. Has- 


san appeared in 
Brampton court 
the same day to 
answer to the 
charges. 

Police are still 
looking for the 
second suspect, 
who is described 
as male Black, 
with a_ thin 
build, wearing a 
dark-hooded 
sweatshirt and a 
surgical mask. 

Anyone’ with 
information is 
asked to call po- 


lice at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 
1299, 


Library offers materials for mental health support 


As the commu- 
nity copes with the 
stresses of the 
global pandemic, 
Brampton Library 
said Wednesday 
that is is inviting 
customers to try 
bibliotherapy, a 
mental health sup- 
port that involves 
reading and jour- 
naling to help par- 
ticipants confront 
their own strug- 
gles. 

“Many readers 
might already en- 
gage in bibliother- 
apy without 
realizing it,” says 
Jen Sloane, the 
branch librarian at 
Brampton Li- 
brary’s South 
West Branch and 
its bibliotherapy 
project lead. 

“When you read 
a book and reflect 
on the experi- 


ences, thoughts 
and emotions that 
you share with the 
characters, you 
start to empathize 
and become open 
to potential solu- 
tions. That’s the 
heart of biblio- 
therapy: using 
books as a lens to 
look at our own 
roblems and 
egin the healing 
process,” Sloane 
adds. 
Bibliotherapy is 
a useful tool for all 
ages, said the li- 
brary in a state- 
ment Wednesday. 
Reported benefits 
include increased 
positive feelings 
that promote 
problem solving, 
heightened com- 
passion and en- 
hanced 
self-awareness. 
After selecting a 


title from Bramp- 
ton Library’s bib- 
liotherapy 
collection, readers 
are encouraged to 
keep a journal 
handy and identify 
moments to reflect 


on related experi- 
ences as_ they 


progress through 
the book. Every- 
one is invited to 
browse bibliother- 
apy collections for 
children, 


teens 


and adults, and 
download titles for 
free with their li- 
brary card. 

While all Bramp- 
ton Library 
Branches remain 
closed until fur- 


ther notice, book 
return dropboxes 
are open and curb- 
side pickup service 
is in the works, 
said library repre- 
sentatives. 
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Brampton tax preparer sentenced after donation scheme 


by Alex Gregory 


A Brampton tax 
preparer has been 
convicted and sen- 
tenced in connec- 
tion with a 
charitable dona- 
tion scheme, the 
Canada Revenue 
Agency revealed 
last week. 

The suspect, 
John Oladapol 
Oladehinde, was 
charged after 
pleading guilty to 
one count of fraud 
over $5,000 in 
Toronto court last 
month. 

Oladehine, who 
ran a tax prepara- 
tion business, De- 
hine & Associates, 
in Toronto, was 
charged with de- 
frauding clients 
using false charita- 
ble donation 
schemes. 

In their decision, 
the courts stated 


that Olandehinde 
used his role as an 
officer and director 
to file more than 
1,400 income tax 
returns for clients 
between 2001 - 
2005, using false 
donation claims 
worth approxi- 
mately $13 million. 

$3.9 million in 
fradulent refunds 
and non-assessed 


taxes were made by 
Oladehinde, who 
continued to 


charge his clients 
for the fictitious 
donations 

After an investi- 
gation, the CRA 
pressed charges 
against Oladehine 
in Jan. 2008, who 
subsequently fled 
the country. A 
Canada-wide = ar- 
rest warrant was 
later issued for his 
arrest. 


In Oct. 2019, 
Oladehinde re- 
turned to Canada 
and was arrested 
by RCMP agents at 
Pearson Airport. 

Oladehinde was 
sentenced to a con- 
ditional sentence 
of two years less a 
day and was or- 
dered to pay a fine 
of $412,306. 

In a statement, 
the CRA said that 
courts had 
voncited 21 tax 
preparers/promot- 
ers for tax evasion 
between Apr. 1, 
2015 and Mar. 31, 
2020, with sen- 
tences __ totalling 
$1.39 million in 
fines and 34 years 
of jail time. 

“The CRA re- 
mains dedicated to 
maintaining the in- 
tegrity of Canada's 
tax system, and the 


social and _ eco- 
nomic well-being 
of Canadians dur- 
ing these unprece- 
dented times,” the 
agency said in a 
statement, noting 
that it continues to 
aggressively pur- 
sue tax evasion, 
and false claims 
with all the tools 
available to them. 
“The CRA is dedi- 
cated to ensuring 
that individuals 


and businesses 
make claims to 
which they are en- 
titled so that im- 
portant __ benefit 
programs can be 
administered to 
those who need 
them. As a result of 
COVID-19, we are 


seeing the  in- 
creased impor- 
tance of these 


benefits, and are 
working to ensure 
that they continue 


to be available to 
Canadians. Any in- 
dividual or busi- 
ness who claims 
losses or benefits 
that they are not 
entitled to, includ- 


ing ineligible 
claims related to 
new COVID-19 


benefits, may be 
required to repay 
the benefit or be 
subject to other 
possible action.” 


Cops searching for obstructive bikers 


A gang of obstructive motorcy- 


clists are being sought by police 
in connection with a traffic stop 
that occurred late last month. 


Peel Police’s Safety Services di- 


vision said Monday that it was 


looking for public help locating 
the group of individuals, who ap- 
peared after police stopped a 


motorcycle on June 28. 


The traffic stop, whic occurred 
around 2:20 a.m. in the Highway 
407 and Airport Road area, saw 
police attempting to question a 
motorcyclist when a group of un- 
individuals 


known 


appeared, 


also driving motorcycles. 


The group proceeded to swarm 
the officers and attempted to im- 


pede them from conducting the 


traffic stop. 


Police have released photos of 
the suspects in the group, and 
are calling on any members of 


the public who may recognize 


them to call Safety Services at 


(905) 453-2121, ext. 7586. 


Ford plans election- 
style post-COVID tour 


Premier Doug 
Ford is preparing 
for an election- 
style summer 
tour of the 
province, which 
will largely open 
Friday, several 
months after the 
COVID-19 _ epi- 
demic began. 

On Tuesday, 
Ford's office said 
it would visit 
seven regions 
over the next 
eight weeks, stop 
in 38 constituen- 
cies and cover a 
5,000-kilometer 
journey to thank 
the people and 
businesses of the 
province for dis- 
charging their re- 
sponsibilities 
during the 
COVID-19 _ epi- 
demic. 


Ford toured 


Eclipse Automa- 
tion in Cam- 
bridge on 
Tuesday after- 
noon. The com- 
pany improved 
its machines on 
the Nos for surgi- 
cal masks and 
other medical 
supplies. 

He then visited 
the Challenger 
Motor Freight 
company to 
thank them for 
their role in deliv- 
ering essential 
goods across the 
border during 
this epidemic. 

Ford ended the 
day by visiting 
the Ford Kitch- 
ener auto plant, 
which is making 
25,000 masks a 
week for frontline 
workers. 
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Peel Matters -.A “Tree-mendous” Climate Change March 


by Catherine Soplet 


Friday, July 17, 
marks the 100th 


“Friday for Future” 
climate strike 
march, initiated 


and inspired by 
Swede teen envi- 
ronmentalist Greta 
Thunberg. 

This fakes place 
in the same week 
that Mississauga 
was recognized as a 
Tree City of the 
World by Arbor 
Day Foundation 
and the United Na- 
tions Food and 
Agriculture Organ- 
ization. 

“As the preferred 
school yard tree 
planting agency for 
City of Mississauga 
- One Million Trees 
program, ACER 
Canada is thrilled 
with this recogni- 
tion,” says Alice 
Cassleman, the 
founder and presi- 
dent of environ- 
mental research 
charity ACER 
Canada. 

The international 
effort recognizes 
municipalities 
committed to en- 
suring that their 
urban forests and 
trees are properly 
maintained, sus- 
tainably managed, 


and duly _ cele- 
brated. 

ACER has more 
in store. 

Just ten months 
earlier, on Sep. 20, 
2019 the largest 
Climate Strike 
march to date her- 
alded Thunberg’s 
arrival in New York 
City, a cross-At- 
lantic crusade to 
attend the inaugu- 
ral Youth Forum 
convened by the 
United Nations. 
Globally , four mil- 
lion people joined 
in the march. 

That day, in Sep- 
tember, in con- 
junction with 
Thunberg’s call to 
action to plant 
trees for the 
Earth’s health, 
ACER Canada an- 
nounced its intent 
to organize com- 
munity plantings 
of trees for climate 
change research in 
low-canopy, low- 
income targets in 
Peel Region. 

Throughout the 
fall of 2019, diverse 
community 
groups, agencies, 
forestry and con- 
servation experts 
met to confirm 
their work on data- 


based vulnerable 
population maps. 

ACER Canada 
aims to scale up 
delivery of its com- 
munity tree plant- 
ings in these 
identified low tree- 
canopy areas in 
Peel Region. While 
in pandemic lock- 
down on Mar. 30, 
Arbor Day Founda- 
tion awarded 
ACER funding of 
1,500 tree speci- 
mens in Bramalea 
SNAP (Sustainable 
Neighbourhood 
Action Plan) areas. 

In a proposal for 
federlninding en- 
titled “Project 
Crossroads: Plant- 
ing for Change,” 
ACER said it would 
seek to promote 
the planting of na- 
tive tree specimen 
suites that meet in- 
ternational stan- 
dards. 

The data col- 
lected in the study 
is shared to con- 
tribute to interna- 
tional research on 
local impacts of cli- 
mate change. 

In Dec. 2019, City 
of Mississauga 
staff studied cli- 
mate change maps 
to understand 


“heat islands,” 
areas that have the 
highest concentra- 
tions of residents, 
to see if they could 
draw conclusions 
from the data. 
Coincident with 
the social unrest 
caused by anti- 
Black racism in 
Peel, the map was 
included in a pres- 
entation made to 
Peel District 
School Board. 
From Mar. - July, 
during the COVID- 
19 lockdown, pre- 
liminary Peel 
Region health data 
showed that the 
population density 
for COVID infec- 
tion and fatality co- 
incided with the 


identified heat is- 
lands. 

For future health, 
ACER suggests we 
can positively im- 
pact the lives of 
residents by plant- 
ing cooling shade 
trees with and for 
the vulnerable peo- 
ple who need to 
have it the most — 
those living in 
these heat islands. 

ACER Canada 
wants to join with 
Mississauga Arts 
Council, Missis- 
sauga Writers 
Group, Heritage 
Mississauga and 
Peel Weekly News 
to capture the sto- 
ries of lockdown, 
reopening and re- 
covery from people 


of every age, every 
background, and 
every means. 

ACER invites all 
people and _like- 
minded associa- 
tions in 
Mississauga to par- 
ticipate. 

By capturing Mis- 
sissauga stories 
now, as we build 
shared safe public 
spaces for the fu- 
ture, we can pass 
our collective expe- 
rience forward be- 
tween the 
generations. 

Find out more 
about ACER and 
the Project Cross- 
roads by visiting 
bit.ly/Project- 
Crossroads_Pro- 
file_Jan-2020. 


Peel Matters: Planting trees now and for tomorrow 


by Catherine Soplet 
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GTAA sheds 27 per cent of workforce as restrictions ease 


Approximately 
500 jobs’ have 
been shed by the 
company behind 
Pearson Airport, 
as it deals with air 
traffic levels not 
seen in nearly 25 
years. 

The Greater 
Toronto Airport 
Authority an- 
nounced Tuesday 
that they would be 
cutting 27 per 
cent of their work- 
force, including 
two _vice-presi- 
dents, as part of a 
rebalancing to 
cope with chang- 
ing circumstances 


caused by the 
COVID-19 _ out- 
break. 


The airport au- 
thority said in a 
statement Tues- 
day that the move 
had been 
prompted by air 
traffic levels that 
match a 24 year- 
low, not seen 
since 1996. 

To that end, the 
company said that 
the eliminated po- 
sitions included 
300 roles that 
were removed 
through layoffs 
and voluntary de- 
partures. 


The company is 
focused on a 
“nimble, innova- 
tive and recovery- 
focused” 
reorganization, a 
company 
spokesperson 
said. 

Craig Brad- 
brook, the GTAA’s 
vice-president for 
aviation services, 
now becomes the 
company’s new 
chief operating of- 
ficer, and will re- 
distribute roles 
through a new 
management 
structure. Accord- 
ing to the com- 


pany, some of the 
positions were 
eliminated Tues- 
day, while other 
positions will be 
removed through 
the fall. 


—o- 


GTAA president 
and CEO Deborah 
Flint referred to 
the cuts as a “dif- 
ficult but neces- 
sary step,” and 


indicated that the . 


ee 


airport authority 
was focused on 
maintaining oper- 
ations and health 
and safety precau- 
tions. 
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News BUSINESS 


New cybersecurity camp for kids launches in Brampton 


One of Bramp- 
ton’s newest 
startup initiatives 
announced plans 
Monday to open a 
dedicated camp to 
teach youths about 
cybersecurity pro- 
grams and related 
career fields. 

Rogers Cyberse- 
cure Catalyst said 
the new program, 
titled Catalyst 
Cyber Camp, will 
aim to engage over 
500 youths in 
Brampton through 
an online curricu- 
lum that will teach 
them about the 
challenges related 
to cybersecurity in 
a fun and engaging 


way. 

The program was 
launched in part- 
nership with 
Rogers Communi- 
cations, City of 
Brampton and the 
SANS Institute, 
and is aimed at giv- 
ing kids a fun and 
unique program to 
enjoy during the 
summer. 

"This program is 
a great opportunity 
for young people to 
engage in learning 
from the safety of 
their homes this 
summer," said Ry- 
erson University 


president a nd 
vice-chancellor 
Mohamed La- 


chemi earlier this 
week. "We know 
that cybersecurity 
is the next digital 
frontier, which is 
why Ryerson has 
committed to tack- 
ling the challenges 
presented by cy- 
bersecurity, and 
protecting the eco- 
nomic prosperity 
of Canadians... this 
first of its kind pro- 
gram is a prime ex- 
ample of their 
commitment to 
public education 
and I am sure it 
will pique the in- 
terest of the young 
people we will 
need working in 
this field in the 


years to come." 

The program will 
run through Sep. 5, 
and will be offered 
for free to 500 reg- 
istrants, aged 13- 
18, living in the 
city. 
Participants will 

et access to 400 

ours of virtual 
programming, in- 
cluding games, ac- 
tivities and puzzles 
that increase in 
complexity as the 
program pro- 
gresses, and give 
them the opportu- 
nity to compete to 
collect points and 
win prizes along 
the way. 


"The Catalyst 


Cyber Camp is a 
remarkable exam- 
ple of leadership in 
attempting to solve 
the global cyberse- 
curity talent short- 
age. This 
important pilot 
project will provide 
scholarships to 
500 students in 
Brampton who will 
first discover their 
talent, and then 
learn and practice 
technical cyberse- 
curity skills in a 
fun, safe online en- 
vironment," says 
Alan Paller, 
founder of the 
SANS Institute. 
"Cybersecure Cata- 
lyst, Rogers Com- 


munications and 
the City of Bramp- 
ton should be com- 
mended for their 
efforts which, we 
believe, can be- 
come a model for 
national _ efforts 
around the globe 
attempting to find 
and develop talent 
that is so critical to 
national security 
and economic 
prosperity." 

For more infor- 
mation or to regis- 
ter, visit the 
Cybersecure Cata- 
lyst website at ry- 
erson.ca/cybersecu 
re-catalyst. 


Local charities receive donation from insurance provider 


GTA-based charity 
The Village of Hope 
is one of 20 commu- 
nity organizations 
receiving financial 
support from a Wa- 
terloo-based insur- 
ance provider. 

Economical Insur- 
ance said Tuesday 
that it will be donat- 
ing $200,000 to 
Canadian charities 
amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, with Vil- 
lage of Hope, a 
provider that im- 
pacts the lives of 


residents through 
food donations and 
social support pro- 
grams in the 
Greater Toronto 
Area, through the 
insurance provider’s 
Choose Your Char- 
ity campaign, which 
empowers employ- 
ees and brokers to 
nominate and select 
community organi- 
zations in need. 
The campaign is 
granting donations 
to 20 community- 
based organizations 


in areas neighbour- 
ing Economical of- 
fices across. the 
country, through an 
employee- and bro- 
ker-driven Choose 
Your Charity cam- 
paign, the company 


explained _ earlier 
this week. 
The funding, 


which is intended to 
support efforts to 
end anti-Black 
racism, resulted in 
$200,000 being 
raised, the largest 
donation through 


the program to date. 

Canada's charity 
and non-profit sec- 
tor is facing severe 
financial difficulties 
as both the demand 
for their services 
continue to rise and 
a lack of donations 
persists as a result 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic, said Eco- 
nomical’s vice pres- 
ident of marketing 


and communica- 
tions, David Brad- 
field 


"While we are see- 


ing our communi- 
ties start to reopen 


cautiously, the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic continues 
and charitable or- 
ganizations need 
immediate _assis- 
tance," said Brad- 
field 


"With the growing 
call across the coun- 
try to provide more 
support to Canada's 
charity and non- 
profit sector, I'm 
proud to see the way 
our employees and 
brokers have 
banded together to 
advocate for causes 


they care about. 
This year's uniquely 
positioned cam- 


paign proves an 
overwhelming sup- 
port for Canadian 
youth, crisis serv- 
ices, healthcare, and 
causes furthering 
anti-racism." 

Village of Hope 
will receive $7,500 
to support their pro- 
grams, while 
Toronto-based Mc- 
Master Children’s 
Hospital Founda- 
tion, which also 
supports efforts to 


aid patient funding 
and care within the 
Greater Toronto 
Area, will also re- 
ceive $7,500. 

In a_ statement, 
Economical said it 
has a long history of 
giving back locally 
and remains com- 
mitted to helping 
organizations that 
are aligned with its 
three community 
giving pillars — 
Safety & Security, 
Health & Wellness, 
Youth & Education. 

"By aligning cor- 
porate values with 
what our employees 
and broker partners 
care about, Eco- 
nomical aims to 
positively impact 
community needs 
across Canada," 
said Bradfield. 

"During this diffi- 
cult time, it's em- 
powering to see 
Choose Your Char- 
ity reinforce the ge- 
ographic 
distribution of 
funds to meet the 
local needs of com- 
munity members 
across Canada." 
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Social enterprise and software company team 
up to bridge new home care initiatve 


by Alex Gregory 


A local healthcare 
provider and soft- 
ware developer an- 
nounced plans 
Tuesday to rede- 
fine the home care 
experience for pa- 
tients and care- 
givers - through a 
new software plat- 
form. 

Mississauga’s SE 
Health said that 
they have part- 
nered with Cana- 
dian software 
provider AlayaCare 
to create a set of 
digital tools that 
will increase ease 
of use for patients 
during the COVID- 
19 pandemic, in re- 
sponse to calls for 
greater use _ for 
clients receiving 
treatment at home. 

The new project, 
part of SE's 
“H.O.P.E. (Home, 
Opportunity, Peo- 
ple, Empower- 
ment) of Care 
Model”, is funded 
by the CAN Health 


Network, and will 
see a number of 
tools introduced, 
including a screen- 
ing tool that allows 
care providers to 
assess their pa- 
tient’s risk status, 
secure video con- 
ferencing for in- 
person visits, and a 
“family portal” that 


allows family 
members, clients 
and authorized 


providers access to 
detailed _ patient 
care plans. 

The project is 
aimed at providing 
24/7 continuous 
monitoring for 
caregivers throug 
ha virtual care 
suite, said mem- 
bers of AlayaCare. 

"Our mission is to 
empower 
providers to 
achieve 
health outcomes by 
delivering transfor- 
mative — technol- 


OBy said 
ayaCare CEO 


and founder 
Adrian Schauer. 

“We are grateful 
to have support 
from CAN Health 
Network, and 
proud to have part- 
ners like SE Health 
who share in our 
mission and com- 
mitment to aug- 
menting home care 
with innovative 
technology." 

The project will 
run until the end of 
2020, and will see 


AlayaCare and SE 
Health work di- 
rectly together to 
build, test and re- 
fine the former’s 
suite of tools to en- 
sure they meet the 
needs of the end- 
users. 

The teams will 
evaluate perform- 
ance and make any 
changes or up- 
grades necessary to 
then scale the tools 
across the rest of 
SE Health, and 


across other com- 
munity and home 
care providers. 
"The partnership 
sieated. with the 
CAN Health Net- 
work, AlayaCare 
and SE Health is a 
great showcase of 
the talent we have 
here in Canada," 
said Dr. Dante 
Morra, chair of the 
CAN Health Net- 
work. "This initia- 
tive helps address 
challenges __ that 


many health care 
organizations face 
as a_ result of 
COVID-19 and the 
need to adapt new 
technologies. Our 
goal is to grow 
Canadian _ solu- 
tions, and support 
companies like 
AlayaCare scale 
across the Cana- 
dian marketplace, 
while strengthen- 
ing our healthcare 
system.” 


Walmart Canada to invest $3.5 billion over five years 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Walmart Canada, 
whose head offices 
are headquartered 
in Canada, will in- 
vest $3.5. billion 
over the next five 
years to improve 
stores and web 
services. 

The company said 
Monday that dur- 
ing this time 150 
stores will be reno- 
vated, and two new 
distribution  cen- 
ters will be set up 
in part due to the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

The retail giant 
said the investment 
would create a 
number of  con- 
struction-related 
jobs in Canada and 
increase _partner- 
ships with Cana- 
dian high-tech 
companies. 


Future  technol- 
ogy initiatives will 
include payments 
through mobile de- 
vices so that cus- 
tomers can pay 
after making a pur- 
chase anywhere in 
the store. 


The company 


plans to launch a 
complete product 


pick-up service in 
70 per cent of its 
locations in Canada 
or in 270 branches. 
The renovation of 
about one-third of 
the company's 
stores will be com- 
pleted in the next 
three years. 

The company also 
plans to open two 


new ._ distribution 
centers in 
Vaughan, Ontario 
and Surrey, BC, at 
a cost of $1.1 bil- 
lion to deliver 
products to cus- 
tomers faster. 

"Millions of cus- 
tomers choose to 
shop with us _ in- 
store and online 


every day — and 
that's a tremen- 
dous honour," said 
Walmart Canada 
president Horacio 
Barbeito earlier 
this week. 

"(This) significant 
investment will po- 
sition us for future 
growth and make 
Walmart Canada 


even better for our 
associates and our 
customers. We are 
doubling down on 
our focus on the 
customer experi- 
ence — not just to 
keep up but to lead 
and to be the very 
best in Canada." 
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Ontario Drives Transformational Change to Support 
Racialized Students 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Following a year 
of consultation and 
community engage- 
ment by Ontario’s 
Ministry of Educa- 
tion, our govern- 
ment recently 
announced major 
changes to the edu- 
cation system that 
will support Black, 
Indigenous and 
racialized students. 

To that end, we 
are eliminating dis- 
cretionary suspen- 
sions for students in 
Junior Kinder- 
garten up to Grade 
3, beginning in the 
upcoming — school 
year, while main- 
taining suspensions 
for serious offences. 

Additionally, as of 
Sep. 2021, our gov- 
ernment will begin 
the process of end- 
ing early streaming 
into applied and ac- 
ademic courses, 
starting with the 
Grade 9 math cur- 
riculum. 


Every student — ir- 
respective of the 
colour of their skin, 
faith, heritage, and 
orientation — de- 
serves every oppor- 
tunity to succeed in 
the classroom, and 
these changes will 
help racialized stu- 
dents overcome the 
systemic racism and 
biases found in the 
education system. 

When it comes to 
suspensions, _ the 
numbers speak for 
themselves. In the 
Peel District School 
Board, for example, 
which is the largest 
school board in 
Dufferin—Caledon, 
Black students 
make up 10 per cent 
of the student popu- 
lation but represent 
22 per cent of the 
students receiving 
suspensions. 

Overall, suspen- 
sion rates of Junior 
Kindergarten __ to 
Grade 3. students 


have increased in 
recent years, and 43 
per cent of those 
suspended students 
were suspended in 
the “Other” infrac- 
tion category, 
meaning the deci- 
sion is usually based 
on the subjective 
discretion of the 
principal over is- 
sues such as per- 
ceived opposition to 
authority or code of 
conduct violations. 

Students must feel 
accepted in a dis- 
crimination-free 
classroom. For that 
reason, our govern- 
ment is strengthen- 
ing sanctions for 
behaviour and re- 
marks by staff that 
are of a racist na- 
ture, and we are ex- 
panding anti-racism 
and _ anti-discrimi- 
nation training for 
education staff, 
trustees and senior 
board staff. 

We know that a 


key component of a 
more equitable edu- 
cation system is 
having educators, 
staff and represen- 


tatives who are 
champions of 
achievement oppor- 


tunity for all stu- 
dents. 

This important 
work to combat 
racism within the 
educational system 
builds on our gov- 
ernment’s sweeping 
review and investi- 


gation of the Peel 
District School 
Board over allega- 
tions of racism. 

This year, we 
placed the board 
under supervision 
for non-financial 
reasons, which was 
a first in Ontario 
history. 

Our aim through- 
out all of our anti- 
racism work within 
the education sector 
is to unlock the full 
potential of every 


child. To ensure 
equal opportunity is 
a reality for all stu- 
dents that leads 
them to _ higher 
learning, better 
jobs, and more pos- 
itive futures. 

To learn more 
about our transfor- 
mational changes 
within the educa- 
tion sector, visit my 
website at sylvia- 
jonesmpp.ca or call 
my office at 1-800- 
265-1603. 
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New application process unveiled 
for seniors travelling in Brampton 


Anew _ applica- 
tion process has 
been unveiled for 
seniors looking to 
stay safe while ap- 
plying for their 
Brampton Transit 
ID cards, the city 
announced Tues- 
day. 

Seniors can now 
apply online for 
their Brampton 


Transit senior ID 
cards by filling out 
an online form at 
bramptontransit.co 
m, and attach their 
age, 
resi- 


proof of 
Brampton 


dency and photo to 
be used on their 
cards. The card will 
then be mailed to 
the applicant, the 
city said in a state- 
ment. 

All active senior 
ID card expiry 
dates have been 
waived indefi- 
nitely. Seniors can 
continue to use 
their expired card 
until further no- 
tice. 

If Seniors have 
lost their Bramp- 
ton Transit Senior 
ID card and re- 


quire a_replace- 
ment card, they 
can contact the 
Senior Card pro- 
gram at (905) 874- 
2750, ext. 16253 
for further instruc- 
tions on how to re- 
place their cards. 
Terminal build- 
ing hours at Bra- 
malea, Brampton 
Gateway and 
Downtown Termi- 
nals are 6 a.m. - 9 
p.m. Trinity Com- 
mon Terminal re- 
mains closed. 


PDN July 23, 2020_Layout 1 7/23/2020 2:31 AM Page 18 C3 


July 23, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | 18 


Want to Have 
Your Say on 
Mississauga’s 
Budget? 


The City of Mississauga 
announced earlier this week 
that it is looking for input to 
help understand and shape 
Budget community engage- 
ment during COVID-19 re- 
covery. 

An online survey has 
launched to seek input from 
residents across Missis- 
sauga to hear ideas and | 
opinions on the engage- 
ment related to the 2021 
Budget. Community input 
is an important way to help : ; 
shape the future of Missis- ' # ; *No-cost for / 
sauga. / 

Residents are invited to 
have their say about com- 
munity engagement meth- 
ods and initiatives for the 
2021 Budget by filling out a 
survey by Friday, July 31. 

To complete the survey, 
residents can visit web.mis- | 
sissauga.ca/council/bud- 
get-and-finances/city-of-mi 
ssissauga-budget/2020- 
budget-get-involved. The 
survey closes Friday, July 
O14. 

The survey results will 
help inform the Budget En- 
gagement plan for 2021. 
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Indie music goes online as fest celebrates 15 years 


by Alex Gregory 


One of Missis- 
sauga’s longest- 
running festivals 
is taking a new 
approac to 
indie music. 

Rock the Coli- 
seum (RTC), 
which celebrates 
a milestone 15th 
anniversary next 
month, has an- 
nounced that it 
is switching 
gears and going 
online with a se- 
lection of unique 
performances, 
opportunities to 
connect with 
local artists and 
much more! 

The festival, 
which was previ- 
ously celebrated 
at he Celebration 


Square Am- 
phitheatre in the 
Mississauga City 
Centre, will be 
aired online on 
Aug. 7 and 8, 
with a selection 
of events and 
concers celebrat- 
ing the local 
music commu- 
nity and all gen- 
res of 
independent 
Canadian music. 

“We have a 
unique opportu- 
nity to keep sup- 
porting talent & 
put together 
quality oo 
ances for 2020 
despite the cur- 
rent circum- 
stances,” said 
Demetrius Nath, 


the founder of 
Mississauga 
Music, which is 
running the fes- 
tival for the 
third year. “In 
addition, it’s the 
festival’s 15th 
anniversary, we 
couldn’t stay 


silent!” 
This year’s 
line-up in- 


cludes a who’s 
who of local tal- 
ent, including 
Tennyson King, 
SUMO CYCO, 
The Dream- 
boats, Darenots 


and many more 
performers, who 
will appear in a 
selection of con- 
certs and events 
to engage and 


inspire local 
music fans 
through a 

digital 


unique 


format. 

The concert 
will begin at 8 
p-m. on Aug. 7 
and 8 on the 
RTC website 
(rockthecoli- 
seum.net). 


2018 in the|\Mississauga 
Celebration Square Amp- 
itheatre. (PWN File 
Photo) 


Headwaters Health Care Pondsnen celebrate art auction results 


Headwaters Arts 
and Alton Mill Arts 
Centre — collabo- 
rated in an on-line 
art auction, On the 
BLOCK!, as third 
party fundraisers 
for the area’s local 
hospital through 
the Headwaters 
Health Care Foun- 
dation the begin- 
ning of June 2020. 

This past Monday 
(July 20), a cheque 
for $1,700 was pre- 
sented to Kendra 
Mantler, Corporate 
& Community En- 
gagement a 
nator 
Headwaters Health 
Care Foundation, 
by Regan Jane 
Hayward, Gallery 
Committee Chair, 
and Deb Menken, 
Gallery Coordina- 
tor, both members 
of Headwaters 
Arts. 

Margi Taylor Self, 
Acting President of 


Headwaters Arts, 
represented the 
Alton Mill Arts 
Center in her ca- 
pacity with Cre- 
ative Events 
Management. 
Support for this 
initiative was 
strong from the 
artist members of 
Headwaters and 
studio artists and 
tenants at the 
Alton Mill Arts 
Centre. Alto- 
gether, there were 
17 artists who put 
43 pieces in the 
auction with 18 
pieces of inspira- 
tional work sold. 


The need _ for 
wheelchairs and 
other pieces of 


equipment is met 
by fundraising and 
donations as hos- 
pitals receive no 
monies from the 
province for these 
items. 


With resources 
stretched so thinly 
during the height 
of the pandemic, 
the desire to reach 
out and support 
the health care he- 
roes was para- 
mount for this 
local arts group 
and studio artists. 


ey } 


bi 


> 


Giving back is part 
of being a commu- 
nity, a tradition be- 
fitting of the 
historical roots of 
the Alton Mill in 
the area. 

The studios, gal- 
leries, and bou- 
tique shops are 


newly re-opened at 


Health Care a 


the Alton Mill Arts 
Centre with all 
health protocols 
and __ precautions 
are in place and 
posted at the en- 
trance. 

Residents are in- 
vited to come out 
to the Headwaters 
Arts 


nig (oo 


cis DOLLARS 


Gallery to 


enjoy the current 
show hanging 
through Aug. 9, A 
BUZZworthy MIX! 
For more infor- 
mation, visit the 
Alton Mills Arts 
Centre site at al- 
tonmill.ca. 
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Mississauga Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie and Ward 2 
Councillor Karen Ras were 
on-hand earlier this week 
with the Hurontario Sen- 
ior’s group to make a dona- 
tion to a very deserving 
group of residents. 

The group delivered a do- 
nation of 100 meals to the 


during the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, along with live en- 
tertainment 

The group also recognized 
a resident who battled and 
conquered COVID-19 at the 
age of 102, and a represen- 


tative from Chef Catering 


Erin Mills Lodge LTC in 


recognition of their efforts 


Services who donated and 
cooked the meals. 


(Submitted) 


Local development unveils mural installation 


Asouth Missis- 
sauga development 
team has unveiled 
a unique and im- 
mersive outdoor 
experience at their 
project site for the 
community and 
visitors. 

Lakeview Com- 
munity Partners 
Limited unveiled 
the highly antici- 
pated outdoor 
artist installation 
at the Lakeview 
Village site earlier 
this week. 

The completed 
works were created 
by a group of 19 
talented GTA 
artists through a 
unique artist-de- 
veloper collabora- 
tion to animate the 
project site during 
the construction 
process of the fu- 
ture Lakeview Vil- 
lage Discovery 
Centre — launching 
in 2021. 

The site is now 
open to the public 
for viewing and en- 
joyment, while ad- 
hering to _ the 
advice of local 
health authorities 


and safe physical 


distancing prac- 
tices. 
“We are ex- 


tremely excited to 
unveil these 
unique art installa- 
tions and to wel- 
come back the 
community to ex- 
perience the stun- 
ning work of local 
artists,” said Brian 


Sutherland, direc- 
tor of develop- 
ment, Argo 


Development Cor- 
poration, and de- 
velopment lead for 
Lakeview Village. 

“The integration 
of arts and culture 
is an important 
component of our 
current and future 
vision for Lakeview 
Village. We are 
seeking to create a 
vibrant and highly 
livable community 
and unparalleled 
all-season destina- 
tion on (the city’s) 
waterfront.” 

In April, LCPL, in 
collaboration with 
Artscape, an- 
nounced a Call for 
Artists for over 
$100,000 in paid 


work opportuni- 
ties, providing eco- 
nomic support to 
the arts and cul- 
ture sector during 
a difficult time. 

The selected 
artists were an- 
nounced in June, 
with work com- 
mencing immedi- 
ately in a safe, 
socially distanced 
manner. 

The completed 
pieces encompass 
over 1,600 linear 
feet of artistic 


works and feature 
artists 


including 


sculptor, Ryan 
Longo; visual 
artist, Raquel Da 
Silva; painter, 


Lynn Taylor; poet, 
Duke Redbird; vi- 
sual artist, Daniela 
Rocha (artist alias 
Planta Muisca); 
and 14 muralists, 
including several 
artists from Mis- 
sissauga. 

As well, LCPL has 
planted over one 
million sunflowers 
at the site for the 
second year in a 
row. The sunflow- 
ers are set to reach 


peak bloom along- 
side the art pieces 
later this summer, 
further augment- 
ing the _ site’s 
beauty and experi- 
ence for the com- 
munity and 
visitors. 

The installations 
include the Sun- 
flower Lane Mu- 


rals with A 
Message, created 
by 14 diverse 


artists. The murals 
were created over 
the course of four 
weeks in June and 
July and share the 


message the artists 
“believe the world 
needs to hear right 
now’. 

The artistic 
works are located 
at 800 Hydro Road 
in Mississauga. 

More _ informa- 
tion on the pro- 
gram, artists and 
revealed works can 
be found within 
the Art of Place- 
making hub at my- 
lakeviewvillage.co 
m/art-of-place- 
making. 


PDN July 23, 2020_Layout 1 7/23/2020 2:31 AM Page 23 


by Vidya Gopaul 

Before I came to 
Canada, I prayed 
day and _ night 
how I could im- 
migrate to the 
country which I 
loved so dearly. 

I prayed to 
every God and 
went to every re- 
ligious place in 
my own birth 
place, Mauritius, 
and that included 
churches, tem- 
ples, | mosques 
and synagogues. 

Finally, my 
prayer was an- 
swered and wish 
was granted in 
Sep. 1975 when I 
landed in 
Toronto Interna- 
tional Airport. 

Canada looked 
so gorgeous, 
beautiful and 
serene with its 
huge shiny build- 
ings, complicated 
highways, breath- 
taking landscapes 
and vast amount 
of water. All 
those things con- 
fiscated my heart. 

The joy and 
happiness were 
so titanic that I 
burst into tears 
because I felt that 
Canada had held 
me in its arm and 
as if said to me, 
"You poor soul! 
You made the 
right choice and 
Canada will take 
care of you till the 
end of your time." 

At that time I 
felt I was immor- 
tal and nothing 
could stop me to 
make a better life 
here. 

Looking back, I 
can say that when 
I landed in 
Canada, I was 
born again from 
the womb of 
Canada's vast re- 
sources. 

It gave me all 
types of opportu- 
nities to succeed 
in life. I beauti- 
fully and success- 


fully developed 
my mind, heart, 
and soul in 
Canada. 

I cultivated my 
mind by pursuing 
my degree in 
Electronic Engi- 
neering Technol- 


ogist and 
Computer  Sci- 
ences from Uni- 
versity of 
Toronto. My 


heart was secretly 
stolen by a Cana- 
dian woman 
whom I married 
and had beautiful 
kids and grand- 
kids. 

I love Canada 
because it pro- 
motes "Unity in 
Diversity". There 
are people from 
different back- 
ground. But when 
they come to 
Canada it seems 
that they are all 
bonded but at the 
same time main- 
tain their iden- 
tity. 

We have it all in 
Canada - Little 
Italy, Little 
Greektown, Little 
India, Little Por- 
tugal and China- 
town. 

I chose Canada 
because it was the 
most beautiful 
and promising 
country for me. 
Canada means 
"village" or "set- 
tlement" from 
the St Lawrence 
Iroquoian word 
"kanata". Canada 
is a village or set- 
tlement for me as 
is for millions of 
other immi- 
grants. 

In retrospect, I 
can say that 
Canada is my 
lucky star coun- 
try because it 
gave me and my 
family an incon- 
ceivable miracle 
in our little home 
from its vast re- 
sources. 


—e— 
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My Precious Canada And The Beat Goes ON! 


by E.C. Munson 


“The hills are alive with 
the sound of music...”, 
well now, that could be 
misleading. 

It was true, I was up in 
the hills, the Caledon 
Hills, about ten years ago 
and marking essays in the 
small café at the back of 
the Cheltenham General 
Store. 

Shortly after settling in 
with my coffee and stack 
of papers, Rusty, a local 
musician as I later 
learned, strolled in, un- 
packed his guitar, and 
started to tune up. Other 
people started to come on 
through and likewise, set 
up with their instru- 
ments, mainly guitars. 

And so I made the ac- 
quaintance of this group 
of assorted area musi- 


cians who met Sunday af- 
ternoons at the 
Cheltenham General 


Store. Over the years it 
was a changing cast of 
epee many of whom 

elonged to other groups, 
but loved the jam and 
song circle vibe created 
here, as did I. 

My Sunday drives often 
ended here so I could 
enjoy their music mak- 
ing. Likewise, there were 
the other regulars, 
whether music enthusi- 
asts or neighbors, plus 
people who just hap- 
pened to stop by and 
stayed a spell, tapping 
their feet and enjoying 
the music. 

It was a fluid group of 
largely acoustic musi- 
cians playing a great vari- 
ety of instruments from 
guitars, fiddles, banjos, 
mandolins, harmonicas, 
concertinas, and various 
percussion instruments, 
to the foot stomping on 
the floor boards. 

I'll never forget the 
stand-up bass player in 
the group. Was it really 
true he had come in from 
out of town in a VW bug 
with that magnificent, 
but huge, instrument? 

This amazing tradi- 
tion of musicians gather- 
ing was embraced by the 


—o- 


community and_ sup- 
ported by the owner of 
the general store, Glen 
Judge, a local farmer, 
who welcomed them 
every Sunday afternoon. 
Growing numbers of mu- 
sicians started to drop by 
from adjoining suburban, 
urban and rural areas. 

I found that whether on 
the back deck or down on 
the lawn under those big 
shade trees in good 
weather or inside the cof- 
fee shop at the back of the 
store, the audience could 
be as changeable as the 
cast of musicians. Some 
people would _ read, 
sketch, and crochet or 
just enjoy a visit with 
each other while others 
would hum, whistle, or 
sing along with the Mad 
Musicians of  Chel- 
tenham, my affectionate 


name for them. 
Established in 1887, the 
Cheltenham General 


Store has always been a 
great rest stop for cyclists, 
hikers, and _ canoeists. 
With the village post of- 
fice and general groceries 
carried, it well serves the 
area residents. 

Situated on a_ large 
property that slopes 
down to the Creditview 
River, it has a back deck 
that stretches across the 
width of the building with 
a lovely view of the river, 
some perennial beds and 
a grove of large, ancient 
trees. 

While free Wi Fi and 
cell phones did bespeak 
of more modern times, 
the ice cream cones were 
built tall with generous 
scoops and with that live 
music rolling on by, it was 
real easy to take a step 
back in time to enjoy life’s 
simpler pleasures. 

Well, now in these dif- 
ferent times of the pan- 
demic, I no longer make 
my way up to the Chel- 
tenham General Store, 
nor is it open for those 
Sunday public music 
jams. We all are prudent 
and cautious as public 
health protocols are ob- 


served. 

However, that need to 
create music, to share 
and jam, is a strong one 
and is continuing now 
with Zoom technology. I 
am regularly notified of 
their upcoming Sunday 
jams and have learned 
that the Brampton Folk 
Music group also is stay- 
ing active with a virtual 
presence. 

Some of the new tradi- 
tions that are being cre- 
ated by these’ ever 
resourceful musicians in- 
clude porch practices and 
lessons, all socially dis- 
tanced. 

One musician reported 
that he was giving con- 
certs from his porch. As 
the word got out and 
more people started to 
pull up in their cars to lis- 
ten, it was suggested they 
could honk their car 
horns for applause. And 
reportedly the suggestion 
was enthusiastically re- 
ceived. 

The Toronto Jazz sta- 
tion, CJRT, 91.1 FM has 
been broadcasting live 
performances from their 
studios, too. These arose 
out of the cancelled TD 
Toronto Jazz Festival, 
with a series of weekly 
Friday concerts being 
broadcast. This allows 
musicians to perform in a 
room where they can be 
socially distanced from 
each other with an on-air 
audience. 

As with many creatives, 
musicians are thrown 
back on their inner re- 
sources. This is a time of 
taking stock, looking at 
projects that were 
shelved and rethinking 
how to use the ‘basic 
bones’ in a different fash- 
ion. 

A lot of composition is 
happening, _ practicing 
continues, and new ways 
to keep the music strong 
keep evolving. But most 
of all, they just keep on 
playing; alone, in duos, or 
In groups, So yes, the beat 
goes on! 
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Micro grants return for local artists 


The Missis- 
sauga Arts Coun- 
cil (MAC) 
announced ear- 
lier this week 
that its MAC 
Micro Grants 
program funding 
has returned for 
local artists. 

The Micro 
Grants program 
is available to in- 
dividual artists 
and unregistered 


groups/collec- 
tives living in 
Mississauga. 


"MAC's terrific 
Bingo volunteers 


working at Rama 
Gaming Centre 


earned nearly 
$20,000 for 
MAC's micro 


grants this year,” 
says MAC’s exec- 
utive director, 
Mike Douglas. 
“We are an- 
nouncing a new 
range of exciting 
projects to en- 
able more tal- 
ented creatives 
to connect with 
Mississauga res- 
idents and ad- 
vance their 
careers.” 


Categories for 
funding include; 
a theatre in the 
park experience 
for writers/pro- 
ducers, an op- 
portunity for 
video producers 
to create a docu- 
mentary on the 
extraordinary 
creative women 
of South Asian 
descent that 
make such a dif- 
ference to the 
arts in Missis- 
sauga, a spoken 
word/poetry 
tour of under- 


served or deserv- 
ing communi- 
ties, and free 
classes and edit- 
ing software in 
video production 
for musicians to 
make their own 
music videos. 

The micro 
rants are’ the 
irst of several 
announcements 
MAC will make 
this summer, 
along with new 
programs aimed 
at enabling the 
digital transition 
of the arts on- 


line. New Visual 
Arts and Dance 
projects, along 
with digital edu- 
cation programs 
informing _ live 
streaming, video 
production, digi- 
tal marketing 
and social media 
distribution, will 
also. be an- 
nounced soon, 
said Douglas. 

This will be one 
of the busiest 
years for new 
initiatives in the 
39-year history 
of the Missis- 


sauga Arts Coun- 
cil, he explained. 
The deadline to 
apply for the 
Micro Grants 
program is 
Wednesday, 
Aug. 19, at 11:59 
p.m. 
Guidelines, cri- 
teria, and sub- 
mission form 
can be found on- 
line at the grant 
website: missis- 
saugaartscoun- 
cil.com/microgr 
ants. 


Fast and Slow - a COVID-19 Poem 


by Savithri Duddu 


The grass grew faster 

while the bamboos took longer to grow. 

Tulips and Cherry blossoms are done and dusted by Spring while 
Maples and Pines are getting ready for Fall. 

The dog gave birth to four in a year 

Yet the elephant mothered only one 

Be the Eagle or the Seagull, they just flew with their speed between 
the places, making space for everyone in the sky. 

The Sun ensured to shine always 

but the moon only became full once in a month. 

The ocean never stopped its waves and earth’s rotation is continuous. 

And then I see, human 1 racing with human 2, to be No.1 always, to 
possess everything that world has to offer. 

Forgetting the beauty of the diversity and believing the time, timing 
of each is different and for a purpose. 

Unable to become any better than self, all that human ended up was 
just an-other human 2. 

And in this pandemic, surprisingly the human world slowed down, | 
not intending to possess the cold, cough or COVID 19 but to live hu- 
manly. La 

How I wonder, we humans do our thing and live, love and laugh not |} 
just during corona, but later too. 4 

Stay Safe; Stay Healthy; Stay Human. 
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by Elizabeth Banfalvi 

July is half way although we weren't 
doneandithasbeen _ talking about medi- 
hot. tation. 

So much has hap- _—_— We, Heritage Mis- 
pened this year with sissauga, © ACER 
the pandemic, and (Environmental Cli- 
we have been tested mate’s Sake) and 
in So many ways. Mississauga Writers 

We haven’t fin- Group had avery in- 
ished yet but we are _ teresting meeting. 
slowly recovering | ACER plants trees 
and returning to a in so many areas 
new normal. keeping our tree 

Stores, bars and canopy going. It 
restaurants are wasnt difficult to 
opening up, but think of the envi- 


with some restric- 
tions. As much as 
we would like to 
have our city the 
way it was before 
the pandemic, it 
isn’t going to be so. 
We need to defend 
the population. 

There is still dan- 
ger lurking from the 
pandemic. It isn’t 
over yet. 

I had a meeting in 
a parking lot yester- 
day. I sat in the 
shade under the 
large trees with dap- 
pled sunshine and 
the breeze softly 
blowing. 

Talk about a won- 
derful feeling — bet- 
ter than a stuffy 
boardroom. This 
was so meditative, 


ronment when we 
sat there enjoying 
the shade and the 
breeze. We sat there 
with our feet soak- 
ing softly into the 
grass. It is a totally 
different feeling. 

The best feeling in 
the world is to be in 
nature with the 
canopy of trees 
above and the feel- 
ing of the grass be- 
neath our feet. 

The sense of feel- 
ing is so amazing 
with the breeze 
blowing past our 
cheeks and through 
our hair. The sound 
of the breeze is so 
natural that we au- 
tomatically raise our 
chin to experience 
the feeling. 


—e— 


The smell of the 
fresh air is incompa- 
rable. We see the 
butterflies skim the 
air and they fly by so 
gently. We are 
never alone in na- 
ture. 

Someone was 
walking their dog 
and we asked them 
to come over and we 
all petted her dog. 
What an interrup- 
tion to our meet- 
ing! 

It came easily to all 
of us and we all en- 
joyed the interac- 
tion. She had a hard 
time continuing her 
walk with her dog 
after because he was 
wanting to stay. 

We enjoyed our 
meeting and the 
sense of where we 
were. Because I am 
in meditation, I 
spoke of the spiritu- 
ality of a tree. 

The roots are the 
balance where it is 
held firmly in the 

round. No matter 

ow high the tree 
grows, the roots ac- 
commodate. It is 
like their feet. 

The roots also pull 
in sustenance and 
helps the tree to 


July 23, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | LIFESTYLE 26 


Health and Wellness - A Different July 


continue growing. 
The trunk — that is 
how it lives in the 


outer world. 
The sustenance 
rises and falls 


through the trunk 
and the bark pro- 
tects it. The 
branches reach up 
and the leaves grow 
and flourish. 

Birds land and 
make their nests 
here and are pro- 
tected within the 


branches and 
leaves. 

They lay eggs and 
their babies learn to 
fly from the 
branches. The 


leaves also supply 
shade for us to sit 
under. 

We discussed 
many topics. My 
group has a contest 
to have people write 
their history and 
about how they are 
handling the pan- 
demic. 

People send in 
their stories to Peel 
Weekly News and 
the contest is called 
#ApartTogether 
Stories of COVID-19 
in Mississauga. 

We talked about 
the many groups 


THE COMPASS 


KHEEKHKEE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 


we distributed over 440,000 lbs. 
of food to 900+ local families 

who needed help. 
How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 


* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive 
* Follow us on social media 


that are in Missis- 
sauga and how they 
need to put together 
their history. We 
are all concerned 
about this. 

Mississauga has 
an amazing history. 
From farm fields to 
a beautiful city it 
now is. I traveled 
here in 1986 from 
Brantford and 
wanted to find 
Square One. 

We traveled up 
Hurontario which 
was a small street to 
finally find the strip 
mall. 

We actually 
thought we were 
lost because we had 
left the city behind 
and we were sur- 
rounded by fields. 

Here is a recogni- 
tion that has been 
given recently to our 
city. Mississauga 
has been recognized 
as a Tree City of the 
World by Arbor Day 
Foundation and the 
United Nations 
Food and Agricul- 
ture Organization. 

The international 
effort recognizes 
municipalities com- 
mitted to ensuring 
that their urban 


forests and trees are 
properly main- 
tained, sustainably 
managed, and duly 
celebrated. 

We all have a his- 
tory and we should 
recognize how we 
got here. Journal 
your journey and 
you will be amazed. 

Where did your 
parents come from? 
Where did they live 
when they had you 
and after? Whois in 
ae family? What 

eritage are you? 

As much as we say 
Canadian, the Cana- 
dian joke says — 
what were you be- 
fore that? We all 
were some other 
ethnic group. 

Enjoy the journey. 
It made you who 
and what you are 
and what you enjoy. 

Look around at 
the many ethnic cul- 
tures we have here. 
The ethnic cultures 
add festivals to this 
city and many peo- 
ple attend just to see 
who they are. What 
would we be with- 
out them? 

You are part of this 
and so is our city. 
Enjoy the variety. 


www.thecompass.ca 
fy CompassFoodBank 
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SAVE THE DATE 
THE LARGEST SOUTHASIAN uty 24g 25% 2020 


FESTIVAL IN CANADA 


Bollywood Concerts 


Spectacular Dancers 


Engaging Kidz Hour Workshops 
July 20" - 23", 11 AM EST | (Live) 


tS / monster _TUNEINAT: 
mA § HU (je Facebook.com/BollywoodMashup 


—?2020—_ July 24th & 25th, 6PMEST Live 


a. THE 
presenreo By [j/B) READY 
COMMITMENT 
ed ED BOLLYWOODMONSTERMASHUP.COM 
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iS Wr : Wedding Receptions 647-829-9397 


Birthday Anniversaries Www.sanjhsaveracards.com ° 


\ HERO, 


Caring for you, when it counts. Donate today. 


Kp William Osler 
S// Health System 


FOUNDATION 
www.oslerfoundation.org 
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BEAUTY & SKIN CARE 


For Ladies Only |! 
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Community group hosts digital workshop 


by Ron Cunningham 


Formed in 2002, 
Citizens for the Ad- 
vancement of Com- 
munity Development 
(CACD) is dedicated 
to transforming the 
lives of at-risk youth 
between the ages of 
10 - 24. 

As a Black Led, 
Youth Focused, Reg- 
istered Charitable or- 
ganization, CACD 
has worked to trans- 
form the lives of 
high-risk youth 
through program- 
ming that: 

» serves 
unique needs 
- develops leader- 
ship capabilities, and 
- fosters civic par- 


their 


ticipation 
For the last 18 
years, CACD has 


been the go-to or- 
ganization for fun, 
creative programs, 
activities and events. 
CACD offers activi- 
ties under six core 
programs: 

- After School 
Programs for Middle 
and High School stu- 
dents 

Specialized 
Leadership and Em- 
powerment program, 

- Youth Justice / 
Crime Prevention, 


- Targeted High 
School Outreach, 

- Health Promo- 
tion, and 

- Internship Op- 
portunity for College 
and University stu- 
dents. 

These programs 
ensure culturally ap- 
propriate activities, 
social skills, health 
and wellness, aca- 
demic advancement, 
skills development 
and employment op- 
portunity, minimiza- 
tion of crime and 
violence, support 
civic engagement 
and help build a 
more equitable fu- 
ture for all. 

As a result of re- 
strictions brought on 
by the COVID-19 
pandemic, we have 
seen the cancellation 
of regular programs 
and services due to 
the closure of our of- 
fice at the Missis- 
sauga Valley 
Community Centre 
(MVCC), an abrupt 
loss of revenue from 
the cancellation of 
fundraising events, a 
steep drop-off in do- 
nations, and un- 
precedented human 
resource challenges 


in terms of both paid 
staff and volunteers. 

With these chal- 
lenges, we have had 
to move much of our 
work online and to 
radically-trans- 
formed services to 
accommodate the re- 
quirements for phys- 
ical distancing. 

Consequently, we 
are operating by 
modifying our exist- 
ing programs and 
developing new ones 
to meet online plat- 
forms at a significant 
cost to the financial 
and human health of 
the organization. 

Despite these chal- 
lenges, we have re- 
mained vigilant and 
resilient. 

Although our youth 
are more educated 
than ever and more 
socially connected 
online than the prior 
generation, they are 
faced with a multi- 
tude of challenges. 

With all the nu- 
ances they are expe- 
riencing with this 
pandemic, Black 
youth, in particular, 
are even more chal- 
lenged with issues of 
systemic _ barriers, 
disenfranchisement, 


marginalization, 
anti-Black racism 
and_ discrimination 
within the school 
system, sense of be- 
longing and _ pride, 
finding a full-time 
job, experiencing so- 
cial exclusion, and 
mental health etc. 

In this regard, 
CACD has been sup- 
porting this group 
with specialized pro- 
gramming, e.g. our 
Black Youth Empow- 
erment Initiative 
(BYE), whereby stu- 
dents in Middle and 
High school are 
taught Leadership, 
Mentoring, Digital 
Literacy and Black 
Canadian History. 
During this summer 
months of July and 
August, we are offer- 
ing Virtual Sessions 
via Zoom on 
Wednesdays from 
1:30 - 2:30 p.m. 

These sessions in- 
clude discussions on 
anti-Black racism, as 
experienced in 
schools, Black Cana- 
dian History, Diver- 
sity and Inclusion, 
Systemic Barriers to 
Employment, Justice 
and Social Participa- 
tion, and workshops 


in Video Production. 

Further, session 
participants will re- 
ceive a Gift Card, 
Community Service 
hours, and have an 
end of summer cele- 
bration, if health and 
safety permits, when 
we will have a lunch- 
eon with awards, cer- 
tificates and gift 
items.” 

Sessions modera- 
tor include Ms. Ma- 


lindi Ayienga is a 
Dora award winning 
Toronto based artist, 
activist and  co- 
founder of Diva Day 
International. She 
has an Honours 
Bachelor degree in 
Musical Theatre Per- 
formance and a pas- 
sion for people. 

For more informa- 
tion, visit our website 
at cacdcanada.org. 


Life Tips with Life Coach Sam Jasso 


gh er 


Q) Dear Sam, it 
always seems like 
my daughter is i 
noring me! How do 
I make her listen to 
me? How do I talk 


to my _ teenage 
daughter? Please 
help! 


A) Children grow 


up. When they are 
kids, they will be 
doting you. They 
will demand your 
attention, behave 
like a puppy and 
take your help in 
all walks of life, 
whether it is 
homework, studies 
or recreation. 


They will contin- 
uously talk with 
you, share their 
best secrets, long 
for your presence, 
and look upon you 
for each and every- 
thing. 

This is metamor- 
phosis, my friend. 
Your daughter is 
not ignoring you, 
but she is trying to 
manage herself. 
She is growing up. 
You need to under- 
stand this stage in 


her learning/grow- 
ing cycle. 
However, your 


situation now be- 
comes that of a ‘cat 
on the wall’. You 
can neither detach 


yourself com- 
pletely, nor you 
should fell neg- 
lected. 


Stay at a distance 
and give her an as- 
surance that you 
are ‘around the 
corner’, whenever 
she needs you. 
This is critical to 
her. 

Remember 
friend, ‘expecta- 
tions reduce the 
joy. You need to 
start reducing your 
expectations and 
give her a healthy 
growth phase. 

Also, the most 
important thing to 
do when you want 
someone to listen 
to you, whether a 
teenage daughter 
or your boss, is to 
listen to them first! 

You would think 
that as a_ Life 
Coach, I do a lot of 
talking, but the 


—o- 


fact of the matter is 
that I actually do a 
lot of listening. 
You really have to 
be able to actively 
listen in order to 
effectively commu- 
nicate. 
The other big 
ee is that you 
ave to be able to 
listen without 
judgement. Now 
that’s a challenging 
one especially 
when it comes to 
those who are 
closet to us, specif- 
ically our children! 
Try not to gauge 
their experience 
against your own. 
Remember _ that 
your children 
aren’t an extension 
of you but rather 
they’re separate in- 
dividuals. 


There will always 
be challenges with 
teenagers, but 
they’re just like us 
and simply want to 
be heard. So, listen 
first and then talk. 
I’m confident that 
this will help your 
overall communi- 
cation with her and 
anyone else! Keep 
in mind that things 
won't change 
overnight but with 
this consistent ap- 
proach, it should 
get easier! 

It's my honour to 
serve you! Keep 
smiling! Keep safe! 


Submissions and 
questions may be 
sent via email to 
samjesso@yahoo.c 
om. 
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Thumbnail Sketches - Beachcomber or Artist? 


by E.C. Munson 


While you and I 
might go to the 
beach to relax and 
soak up some sun, 
Del Foxton is more 
akin to a_ beach- 
comber. 

She constantly is 
on the lookout for 
materials that can be 
used in her hand- 
made artisan papers 
and that means veg- 
etable matter and 
whatever might go 
into the recycling 
box are fair game for 
her resourceful pur- 


poses. 
As a_ self-pro- 
claimed paper 


junkie, Foxton re- 
purposes paper and 
ode discards into 

andmade paper to 
create artistic con- 
structs. 

She is delighted 
that in her small way 
she lessens her car- 


bon footprint while 
indulging her pas- 
sion for making 
beautiful paper that 
becomes sculptures 
and wall hangings. 

Recently, she has 
embraced a seven 
day challenge to 
work on a new piece 
of art each day, also 

assing on that chal- 
enge to another 
artist daily. 

Her quotes with 
some of these pieces 
are such an insight 
on how her artistic 
practice is an exten- 
sion of her personal 
philosophy and how 
it guides her life with 
those day to day de- 
cisions which can be 
so telling. 

As amember of our 
consumerist society, 
I felt driven to adopt 
the philosophy of ‘re- 
duce and repurpose’ 


in my personal and 
professional life. 

The opportunity to 
reuse materials and 
items that served us 
well the first time 
and to now create a 
unique work of art 
with them brings me 
great satisfaction. 

“Trends come and 
go, but Del stays true 
to her creative vision 
while finding new 
ways to not only sur- 
prise and delight but 
address present day 
challenges,” com- 
ments one colleague. 

What an apt state- 
ment about an artist 
who focuses on her 
artistic practice as it 
relates to her envi- 
ronmental footprint 
and still finds time to 
think of the greater 
good for others who 
are more vulnerable 
and needy. 


My artistry is about 
protecting our natu- 
ral resources. I use 
my art making 
process to bring to 
the fore my belief 
that if you are not 
part of the solution 
you are part of the 
problem... 

The 25th annual 
fundraiser for the 
Grand Bahamas Na- 
tional Parks took 
place this past De- 
cember at the Rand 
Nature Centre, in the 
Grand Bahama. 

A lifetime member 
of the Bahamas Na- 
tional Trust, Del was 
their featured artist 
this year. This was 
her 15th year to par- 
ticipate in Festival 
Noel, the Bahamas 
National Trust’s sig- 
nature and main 
fundraising event for 
their National Parks. 


This year, all funds 
raised from ticket 
sales went towards 
the restoration of the 
hurricane devastated 
Lucayan National 
Park and Rand Na- 
ture Centre. 

Del continues to 
think ahead to what 
the next generations 
will inherit from us. 
My goal is, that in- 
terest in my art 
draws attention that 
will lead to informa- 
tive and constructive 
conversations that 
generates a culture 
that cares enough 
about our environ- 
ment to become part 
of the solution, in 
their own special 
way. 

Again, in her own 
words, Del Foxton 
continues to give 
back and be part of 
the solution as when 
in 2019 she decided 
to... offer my artistry 
for sale, with all pro- 
ceeds being donated 
to further the hu- 
manitarian works of 
our local Crossroads 
outreach campaign 
that was established 
over 20 years ago 
and (which) provides 
ongoing distribution 
to some of the is- 


land’s [Bahamas] 
most needy resi- 
dents. 


From its inception, 
circa 105 AD, to the 
present day, Del 
Foxton is one of the 
artisans keeping the 
art of handmade 
paper alive, despite 
the industrialization 
of the paper making 
process. 

She attends confer- 
ences and belongs to 
associations that are 
part of the global 
network for this an- 
cient art form. 

It is easily observed 
that she likewise is 
keeping alive the no- 
tion of community, 
as wherever you find 
Del, you notice the 
links and connec- 
tions she reaches out 
to make. 

Several months out 
of the year, you can 
find Del at her Mono 
home and Adagio 
Art Gallery and Stu- 
dio. 


You very’ well 
might find her “ex- 

loring the wood- 
and vegetation for 
unusual leaves for 
my upcoming paper 
making projects at 
Adagio Art Gallery 
and Studio.” 

There is much to 
be inspired with at 
her studio. Visitors 
are welcomed to 
Del’s studio (ada- 
gioartgallery.com) 
where’ she has 
quipped that it is Tea 
on Tuesdays and 
Wine on Wednes- 
days when you come 
out to visit. 

The teatime visits 
allow for the cere- 
mony befitting the 
use of the elegant 
teacup collection she 
has inherited from 
her mother. 

A member of 
Headwaters _ Arts, 
Del enjoys exhibiting 
at their gallery in the 
Alton Mill Arts Cen- 
tre. She has recently 
joined the Editorial 
Team for Headwa- 
ters Arts bi-monthly 
newsletter as a regu- 
lar contributor for a 
community connec- 
tions column. 

She is also a mem- 
ber of the Or- 
angeville Art Group 
and international as- 
sociations and arts 
organizations. 

She reports that 
2020 has been a 
good year for her 
with exhibits in the 
Bahamas, the conti- 
nental United States, 
and Canada. 

With her 15 years 
practicing as a Con- 
temporary Artist, 
specializing as an 
Eco Artisan, by the 
unique pieces she is 
inspired to create 
from her own hand- 
made paper, Del is 
keeping alive the an- 
cient Chinese 
process of paper- 
making while bridg- 
ing it with our 
current environmen- 
tal concerns. 

Bravo and kudos to 
Del for her lively en- 
gagement with her 
artistic practice that 
gives back to com- 
munities in so many 
ways. 


| PDN July 23, 2020_Layout 1 7/23/2020 2:31 AM Page 31 


Canada Day Contest 


—e— 


July 23, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | LIFESTYLE 31 


My Love: Tim Hortons’ Coffee 


by Yiren 


Since I came to 
Canada about 15 
years ago, I have 
fallen in love with 
lots of things in 
the country. 

One of them is 
Tim Hortons’ cof- 
fee. 

In spring, au- 
tumn and winter, 
I like a medium 
freshly brewed 
coffee. In sum- 
mer, I will have an 
ice cappuccino 
once in a while. 

The flavor of the 
coffee is mellow to 
my taste buds and 


unique to my 
mind — this is 
Canada. 
Whenever I 
travel back to 


China, I will bring 
bags of Tim Hor- 
tons ground cof- 
fee as gifts, and 
proudly present 
them to family 


members and 
friends. 

I remember once 
I went for a week- 
long bus trip to 
New York City in 
the United States. 

Beginning from 
the second day, 
passing by Mc- 
Donalds and KFC 
once in a while, I 
started missing 
my Tim Hortons 
coffee. 

The craving 
lasted throughout 
the whole trip and 
became stronger 
and stronger until 
the last day of the 
trip when we 
crossed the U.S.- 
Canadian border. 

There, I saw my 
Tim Hortons cof- 


fee shop! 
The decoration 
and color’ the 


walls, doors, win- 
dows and_ the 


menu ___ lightbox 
were suddenly so 
dear to me! 

I lined up, or- 
dered my coffee 
and waited with a 
small group of 

eople for the cof- 

ee to be ready. I 
don’t know what 
the other people 
had in their mind. 

I only know that 
when I got my cof- 
fee anid took the 
first sip, the flavor 
ironed all my 
tiredness and 
warmed up every 
even tiny corner 
of my body and 
heart. 

And I know that 
it was not just the 
coffee. It was the 
warmth of home. 

Yes! Home! 
Canada is my 
home! I love my 
home. And I love 
Canada. 


Born in China 
and received her 
university educa- 
tion there, Yiren 
worked on differ- 
ent jobs in China 
such as staff re- 
porter, editor and 
translator of an 
English news 
magazine. She 
came to Canada 
in 2005. She is 
now a_ transla- 
tor/interpreter. 

Yiren is a mem- 
ber of the Missis- 


sauga Writers 
Group. She loves 
ancient Chinese 
poetry, and 
would like’ to 
share it with 


everyone who is 
interested. She is 
also trying hands 
on modern poem, 
which is another 
beautiful way of 
loving and shar- 


ing life. 


This Place We Call Canada 


by Serena Loy 


This place we call Canada 
Otherwise known as village, a home where people live 
37 million beating hearts and 1 set of wings 
Multicultural spectacularism 
Coming from countries everywhere 
We fly together freely and openly on this land 

Nothing feels more like home than white and red maple leaf 
Whether born or landed here, we’re part of Canada 

Different and diverse, we are us and we express, how lucky Iam 


This country, this safety, and these warm people 

With glowing hearts and ankles full of dreams 

We're walking across a land with infinite wonder 
Cities and green spaces 

Toronto’s neighbourhoods and Raptors roar 

Banff's unimaginable waters and colour 

The night markets and tall trees you find in Vancouver 
En Quebec aussi, nous nous félicitons de tous les gens 
Accepted describes the beginning of how we feel 
When in this country we are proud and free to be happy, to be 
us 


What's in a Canadian? 

Compassion, understanding and friendliness 

Shining kindness while living 

A life laced with ambition and a vision 

‘ees you to my grandparents for making the choice to come 
ere 


Equipped with the freedom 

That'll guide us to greatness 

We're working to amend, to make things even better 

Canada speaks truth with its beating hearts and 1 set of wings 
Alluring nation and passionate culture 

The beauty of people who want the best for each other 

Strong and proud 

Oh how I love this home, this ravishing land 

This place we call Canada 


WEEKLY 
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A Delicious Rose Wine-Infused Strawberry Tiramisu Recipe! 


You must have 
heard the phrase 
‘the way to a 
man's heart goes 
through his stom- 
ach' and it holds 
true. 

If you are also 
looking to im- 
press someone 
special, then you 
must. try this 
mouth-watering 
Rose Wine_ In- 
fused Strawberry 
Tiramisu recipe. 

This dessert 
recipe is prepared 
using  strawber- 
ries, dark choco- 
late, mascarpone 
cheese, caster 
sugar, egg yolks, 
rose wine, and la- 
dyfinger biscuits, 
and can be pre- 
pared in just 30- 
minutes. 

You can _ also 
make this Conti- 
nental recipe on 
occasions like 


birthday parties, 
potlucks and kitty 
parties, and we 
are sure your 
guests will be im- 
pressed with your 
culinar skills. 
Try this easy 
recipe and enjoy 
with your loved 
ones! 


Ingredients (20 
Servings: 


- 500 gm mas- 
carpone cheese 

-150 gm sugar 

- 12 gm gelatin 

- 750 gm straw- 
berries 

- 150 gm dark 
chocolate 

- four cups cold 
water 

- six egg yolks 

- 275° «gm 
whipped cream 

- 5 gm vanilla 
beans 

- 120 gm caster 
sugar 


200 ml rose 
wine 
- one handful, la- 
dyfinger biscuits 


Instructions: 


To prepare this 
delicious dessert 
recipe, clean 
strawberries (use 
OO grams and 
eae the nea 
ing for topping) 1n 
cold water end 
then put them ina 
bowl on_ double 
boiler with sugar 
and vanilla beans. 
Cook these straw- 
berries over the 
water bath about 
an hour, then 
strain to prepare 
the — strawberry 
syrup and keep 
aside. 

Add rose wine 
into the straw- 
berry syrup and 
mix well. Next, 
soak the finger or 


the ladyfinger bis- 
cuits with straw- 
berry and _ rose 
wine syrup and 
a et 
1 the e 

olka, eelaia and 
sugar on double 
boiler till you see 
a pale yellow 
colour. Then, re- 
move from_ the 
heat and_ keep 
wippine till it is 
cold. 


Now, add mas- 
carpone cheese in 
the bowl, and mix 


well. Fold in 
whipped cream 
and remember 


not to over mix. 
Take an_ eight- 
inch cake ring and 
place plastic 
around the rim. 
Arrange strawber- 
ries and rose wine 
soaked ladyfinger 
biscuits on the 
base. Pipe some 
mascarpone 


cream and_ put 


chopped __ fresh 
strawberries. Re- 
eat the proce- 


ure and fill the 
cake ring till the 
top. 

Keep in freezer 
to set the cake, re- 
move from the 


a and arrange 
the ladyfinger bis- 
cuits around the 
cake. Decorate 
with fresh straw- 
berries and dark 
chocolate flakes, 
and serve imme- 
diately! 


Try a gooey treat with Garlic Chicken Cheese Balls! 


Apt for any social 
gathering, these 
Garlic Chicken 
Cheese Balls are 
just amazing in 
taste and can be 
enjoyed by all! 


Following — this 


recipe will give 
you golden brown 
cheesy balls that 


are deep-fried to 
perfection. Crispy 
on the outside, 
cheesy and meaty 
on the _ inside, 
these chicken 
cheese balls can be 
perfect appetizers 
for your next 
party. 

be 


But don’t 


overwhelmed just 
because they look 
so. flawless, as 
anyone can make 
these mouth-wa- 


tering garlic 
chicken cheese 
balls with this 
recipe. 


This one is a sim- 
ple starter made 


with minced 
chicken mixture, 
which is shaped 
into a lemon sized 
ball and _ then 
stuffed with cubed 
mozzarella cheese 
and finally deep- 
fried. 


Ingredients 
(Four Servings): 


- 250 gm minced 
chicken 

- 1/2 cup bread- 
crumbs 

- two beaten eggs 

- one tablespoon 
onion powder 

- 11/2 teaspoon 
ginger 

- salt as required 

- 1/2 cup all-pur- 
pose flour 

- one cup moz- 
zarella 

- two cups veg- 
etable oil 

- ten cloves of 
garlic 

one teaspoon 


black pepper 
- one tablespoon 
oregano 


Instructions: 
To prepare this 


yummy delight, 
take a large mix- 


ing bowl, add 
chicken, minced 
garlic, finely 
chopped _ ginger, 
onion powder, 
salt, pepper, 


oregano and com- 
bine well using a 
spatula or your 
hand. 

Next, heat oil in 
a deep frying pan 
on high flame. 
Meanwhile, divide 
the chicken mix- 
ture into small 
lemon sized balls 
and place a small 
mozzarella cube at 
the centre and roll 
it inside into a 
tight ball. 

Put flour, beaten 


eggs and bread- 
crumbs into three 
different bowls. 
Dip each ball first 
in flour, then coat 
with eggs and 
cover with bread- 
crumbs. Repeat 
the procedure at 
least twice with all 
the balls. 

By now, the oil is 
heated well, re- 
duce the heat to 
medium. Next, 
start adding two to 
three balls at a 
time and deep fry. 
Do not overcrowd 
the pan as it will 
bring the oil tem- 
perature down. 

Fry them until 
golden brown on 
all sides and re- 
move to a paper 
towel to soak extra 
oil. Serve immedi- 
ately with a dip of 
your choice. 
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